
Guidance for the Identification of  
Specific Learning Disabilities 

 
Portland Public Schools  

Committee for Specific Learning Disabilities  
Using Pattern of Strengths and Weaknesses  

Methodology and Research 
 
 

Special Education Department 
Portland Public Schools 

501 N. Dixon Street 
Portland, OR 97229 
www.pps.k12.or.us 

 
 
 
 

Portland Public Schools wishes to Eugene 4J School District for their assistance in the production of 
parts of this manual as well as the following members of the Meeting of the Minds for their seminal 

work in bringing research on learning disabilities into Oregon policy and PPS procedures for specific 
learning disabilities:   

 
 
Dan Miller, Ph.D., ABPP    Texas Woman’s University 
Nancy Mather, Ph.D.    University of Arizona 
Steve Feifer, D.Ed., ABSNP  American Board of School Neuropsychology 
George McCloskey, Ph. D.  Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Dawn Flanagan, Ph.D.   St. Johns University 
Sam Ortiz, Ph.D.    St. John’s University  
Milton Dehn, Ed.D.   Schoolhouse Educational Services 
Elaine Fletcher-Janzen, Ed.D., APBdN Chicago School of Professional Psychology 
Kevin McGrew, Ph.D.    Institute for Applied Psychometrics 
Jim Hanson, M.Ed.   Portland Public Schools 
Karen Apgar, M.A., CAGS  Eugene 4J School District 
Justin Potts, M.S.    Eugene 4J School District 
John Garruto, Ph.D.    Oswego City School District 
Andrew Shanock, Ph.D.   College of St. Rose 
Monet Templeton, Psy.D.   Templeton Neuro Academic Clinic 
Jenny Jones, M.A., L.E.P.   Ventura County Office of Education 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 

I. Eligibility for Pattern of Strengths and Weaknesses Specific Learning Disability 
Overview 

II. Academic Exclusionary Factors Worksheet 
III. Development of a Working Hypothesis Basic Reading Skills Statement 
IV. Development of a Working Hypothesis Reading Fluency Statement 
V. Development of a Working Hypothesis Reading Comprehension Statement 
VI. Development of a Working Hypothesis Written Expression Statement 
VII. Development of a Working Hypothesis Mathematics Calculation Statement 
VIII. Development of a Working Hypothesis Mathematics Problem Solving 

Statement 
IX. Cognitive to Achievement Grid 
X. Achievement Relative to Age 
XI. Basic Psychological Processes Definitions 
XII. Achievement Relative to Intellectual Development 
XIII. Performance Relative to Intellectual Development 
XIV. Appendix A: PSW Decision Tree 
XV. Appendix B: Psychological Processes Decision Tree 
XVI. Appendix C: Cognitive Abilities Facilitating Learning Decision Tree 
XVII. Appendix D: PSW Results Worksheet  
XVIII. PSW Resources and Research 

 

 


