Math with Your Kindergartner

You are your chiid’s first and most important teacher. You can help your child be
successful by talking about math in your daily iife, helping with homework, and
choosing activities like games and puzzies that help children practice basic skills.
When taiking about math, make sure your child can tel that you think math is
useful, important, accessible, and inferesting.

‘ Math in Family Life
By the end of ki ndergoﬁe«n children should be counting to 100, reading numbers to 31,
wiiting numbers to 20, using oictures and obiects o solve simple addition and subtraction
problems, comparing the length, weight, or capacity of different objects, and identifying
basic shapes. The examples pbelow might give you some ideas about how to practice these
and cther important skills with your kindergartner as you go abcut your ddily life.

[+ Lse the calendar to count uo Toor bock from osectl doy, lake <:1 berhdc:iy or holiday.,

= Ask your child to help by counting household items, for example, forks for a large family dinnar or quarters
for lunch mcney.

« When counting large numbers of things, help your child group and count them by 2's (2, 4, 6.3, 5's {5, 1
15...), or 10's (10, 20, 30...}.

Ask your child To coun’r the Hems you want 1o buy for exomple 10 cans of tomatoes.

= Ask your child o ada with objects. (| picked out Z oranges and you picked out 3 oranges. How many do
we have alfogether?)

» Ask your child to subfract with cbjects. (We have 7 apples. | think that's oo many. if we put 2 back, how
many will we have .'eﬁ‘?}

« Have your.child WQTch for your oUs of train. (Te ime when ou seerhe us with 019 on :f.)

» Look for and discuss 2-D and 3-D shapes. (| see somefhmg that's a cube. Can you find it or Can you see
some rectangles ouf the window @ How about circles? Do you hotice more rectangles or circlesg)

+» Talk about the fime it takes to gef somewhere or the {imes on bus or train schedules. (s 3:05. The bus is
supposed fo come at 3:09. How many minutes will we have to waitg)

: afh’Materials to Have.ai. Home: hat Use:)
Keep these items in your home and help your child Plc:ymg gomes togefher is a relaxed and effective way
use them. to improve students' basic skills. Games like the ones
* Uler ¢ measuring cups isted below are appropiiate for kindergariners.
» measuring fape « measuring spoons « Chutes and Ladders » gdominoes
s blocks * recl money: many + Candvland * Connect Four
» calendar coins and bills of « checkers » Simple card games like
= clock with hands differant amounts Go Fish and Hearts

For more information about helping your kindergartner with main, Including suggestions about library books
related to math and online practice games, go 1o www.mathlearningcenter,org/resources/materials/parentsK.asp.
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The two pairs of equal sides are attribuies
af this rectangle.

capacity

how much a container can
hold; volume

The following are units for measuring

capacity:

" fluid cunces
cups
gallons

corner

the point where the sides of a
shape meet -

cube

2 3-D shape with 6 square
faces

cylinder

a 3-D shape with 2 circular
faces of the same sizs

difference

the answer {o a subtraction
problem; the result of
subtracting one number from
another; the amount by which
one number is greater than
another

hexagon

a 2-D shape with 6 sides
(The sides can all be the same
length or different lengths.)

pound

1 pound = 18 ounces

{A regular box of butter weighs
1 pound.)

pyramid

a 3-D shape with 1 base and
triangular faces that meet at a
naint

rectangle

a 2-D shape with 4 sides and 4
right angles

(A square Is a rectangle with 4
equal sides.)

rectangular prism

a 3-D shape with 6 faces that
are all rectangles

(A cube is a rectangular prism
with & faces that are all
squares.)

rhombus -

a 2-D shzape with 4 equal sides
{A square is a rhombus with 4
right angies.)

square

a 2-D shape with 4 equal sides
and 4 right angtes
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