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Paul Anthony PPS Board of Directors

Paul Bubl

Superintendent, PPS teacher 

representative

Grace Groom

Superintendent, PPS teacher 

representative

Robert Cantwell PAPSA

Robert (Bob) is the Assistant Director of Special Education for PPS and the parent of an 8th grader 

at Jackson Middle School. He was born in Oregon but grew up on the east coast near Philadelphia. 

Bob holds degrees from the University of Scranton and Lewis & Clark College. He started out his 

career as a teacher of Deaf and Hard of Hearing children and is proficient in American Sign 

Language and German. After special education teaching tenures in Alaska (8 years) and in 

Germany (8 years), Bob returned to Portland in 2008 with his wife and three daughters. He earned 

his administrative certificates from the University of Portland and Lewis & Clark College, where he is 

also an adjunct faculty member. Bob has spent his career working and advocating for historically 

underserved children and families. Bob's wife is also a special education teacher who currently 

works for Columbia Regional Program.

Beth Cavanaugh PTA

Scott Bailey SACET

I am a PPS graduate, as are my two kids, and my wife is a PPS teacher. I am a long-time school 

activist, and currently am president of Community & Parents for Public Schools. I'm a member of 

SACET and have served on just about every PPS facilities committee over the past 16 years, 

including the recent bond committee. As a member of the Jefferson Critical Friends, I was part of a 

group that successfully persuaded PPS to do a district-wide boundary review. I work as an 

economist.

Johanna Colgrove PTA

Katie Davidson

Superintendent's Student 

Advisory Committee

Katie Davidson is a fourth generation PPS student and a third generation student at Grant High 

School. She got involved with SuperSAC during her sophomore year and last year she served as 

the Student Representative on the PPS School Board. She has also served on the Grant Design 

Advisory Group for the upcoming remodel and she is currently sitting on the Grant High School Site 

Council. 

Lorna Fast Buffalo 

Horse PAPSA

Lorna Fast Buffalo Horse has been a high school principal since 2005, serving the Roosevelt 

Campus, at a PPS charter school, and currently at Alliance High School.  She has served as Chair 

of the Oregon state Accreditation Council, on the PPS High School Action Team, and the PPS 

Educational Options Review Committee.  She has taught K-12 and adult education in Oregon and 

Washington, served as a district ESL/Bilingual, Migrant Education, and Indian Education 

Coordinator for the Shelton School District, as the Homeless Literacy Coordinator for the Oregon 

Department of Education and as an adjunct faculty member for Portland State University, Lewis and 

Clark College, and Northwest Indian College.  She is currently a doctoral student at Portland State 

University and has two sons who graduated from Franklin High School, as well as one who attended 

NAYA and PCC.  
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Maxine Fitzpatrick

Coalition of Communities of 

Color

Maxine Fitzpatrick has served as Executive Director of the Portland Community Reinvestment 

Initiatives for over 20 years. Over the past five years, she successfully integrated more than 300 

units of additional affordable rental housing formerly held by the now defunct Albina Community 

Development Corporation bringing PCRI’s portfolio of rental units to more than 700. She is leading 

PCRI on an ambitious plan to substantially increase additional units of affordable rental housing in 

North/Northeast Portland, an area where it is becoming increasingly more difficult to find affordable 

rental housing.

Pamela Kislak Superintendent 

Pamela has two children in PPS. Her deep involvement is school communities has included 

volunteering in classrooms, launching the ACCESS Academy Foundation, and serving as school 

PTA President. Professionally, Pamela is a strategy consultant to non-profit organizations. She also 

spent 15 years working in educational technology. Originally from NYC, Pamela holds degrees from 

Dartmouth College and the University of California, Berkeley

Heather Leek Superintendent 

Sheila Martin

Civic Partners:  PSU 

Population Research Center

Sheila Martin is Director of the Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies and the Population 

Research Center at Portland State University. She is also a faculty member in the Nohad A. Toulan 

School of Urban Studies and Planning and the parent of a PPS student.

Jason Trombley SACET

Jason is a PPS graduate and a member of the Coalition of Communities of Color. His service to 

PPS includes cochair or SACET, member of the Achievement Compact Advisory Committee and 

volunteer coach for the Lincoln High School constitution team.

Pam Knowles PPS Board of Directors

Pam was elected to the PPS Board in 2011. She holds degrees from Oregon State University and 

Northwestern School of Law at Lewis and Clark College. Pam has held positions at Oregon State 

University, the Portland Business Alliance, Portland Center Stage and as a high school social 

studies teacher. Her volunteer service has included Board of Director positions for the Nike School 

Innovation Fund, Regional Arts and Culture Council and PTA president at Buckman Arts. She has 

three sons, all of whom were educated in PPS.

Leesha Posey Superintendent 

Raul Preciado 

Mendez

Coalition of Communities of 

Color

Raul works at Latino Network as the Civic Engagement, Leadership & Policy Coordinator. He is 

currently attending Portland State University in his second year of the Masters in Public Policy. Prior 

to Latino Network, Raul worked at the State of Oregon's Department of Human Services, the 

Oregon Community Foundation, and Portland State University. Raul has an interest in anti-poverty 

policy and its intersections with housing, education, and economics.

Vacant

Superintendent's Student 

Advisory Committee

Vacant Civic Partners 


