Portland Public Schools TAG Advisory Council (TAGAC)
September 17, 2013 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.
Meeting Minutes'

Attending Members: Terese Bushnell, Amy Doan, Mark Feldman (Chaing Brenda Ray Scott

Attending Guests Shawndell Albright, Johanna Colgrove, Deborah RbKlle Josephson, Viriginia LaForte,
Susan Latimore, Rachel Lee, Michael McGarry, MiriZellnik

Attending PPS Staff: Roxanne Coleman, Kimberly Matier

I. Call to Order and Preliminaries
After brief introductions and welcome by Kimberiark described four priorities for the year:
1. Fill membership (as appropriately and diverselpassible)
2. Facilitate committees’ research & production of o@te and measurable recommendations. Encourage
more discussion and distribution of work materiz@éwveen meetings, since TAGAC meetings only 90
minutes a month.
3. Exchange more information in a timely way with PPS
4. Promote the theme of parents advocating for ap@taprate and level for their children

Il. Old Business and Unfinished Action Items (Al)
1. Motion to approve minutes (Amy?), seconded (Terasd)passed.

2. Applications to work on TAG Dept website were appd and after training, Brenda and Mark will beeatol
assist editing the website. Mark is working ortiggtminutes and agendas posted to website atdeastk
before meetings.

3. Kimberly explained the application and need for T®Gmembers. Applications were passed out and ghweil
turned in to Kimberly by Sept 30.

4. Although several members had been consistentlyrgpon TAGAC last year, they had not been formally
appointed. Kimberly officially appointed Terese Bosll, Amy Doan, Mark Feldman, and Brenda Ray Sastt
members with 3 year terms, retroactive to the 203 2chool year.

5. Mark reported receiving the data on High Schoopdrd rates from Roxanne. A link to this is incldde a
footnote in the Sept 2013 minutegAction Item: Mark will put link on website.) Data was for H8hort
students through HS. PPS was .5% for TAG studemisabout 3.5% overall for PPS. There was a carhme
that this appeared small compared to the commmeplyrted low HS graduation rateAction Item: Mark will
investigate the difference.)

6. The NYT article on grouping was distributed vidarklto attendees of the last meeting. The linikéuded in
the minutes.

7. Mark has seen the draft of the SSA process andikias input to Kimberly, but the question is wheitl W
appear on the website. Kimberly has asked theecdMOSAs for final input and hopes to get appraval
placed on website by Friday, 9/20. She is alsaingit by the CAO and Melissa Goff to get approvgiction
Item: Status of posting this on website from Kimberlil.he SSA policy is not only for math and can diso
used for acceleration in English Language Arts.

lll. Conversations with PPS

1. Kimberly shared a powerpoint on the changing rél€AG coordinators, the school TAG budgets and TAG
enrichment options in schodlsThe TAG Coordinator role will no longer be pririfclerical. Clerical
responsibilities have been shifted away to othedf.sthe TAG Coordinator will now be seen as artringional
Leader in the schools who works with the princigadl will attend five mandatory professional devetept (PD)
meetings on how teachers are expected to meet Té#d&rs' learning rate & level needs in the clawsrolhe
TAG Coordinator will also help teachers write indival instructional plans and help with the FallG&Rarent
meeting. Kimberly also noted that she is begintinmtegrate parallels between TAG and Specialcation
compliance into all instructional language. Roxamill teach the 5 meetings which will be focusedRigor
and Relevance. These meetings will be on Sep0O26,24, Jan. 23, Feb. 27 and April 24. The TAG@mator
will then share this information with all teachatsschool staff meetings. Someone asked if paoam®bserve

| ! After being approved, modifications were requested and approved. Deletions and additions are shown.
2 Thanks to Amy for contributing her own well orgagdzwriteup at http://alamedatag.blogspot.com usgaéparing these minutes.
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the school staff meetings when TAG PD is present@d?TION ITEM) Kimberly will check on that. Another
guestion was whether there also be an expectatiomondinators that they serve for more than 1 ye@he
answer was that is a good idea but it dependsadfingt plans at the individual school.

2. Inthe past, school TAG budgets were managed by sawol. But school TAG enrichment budgets arg no
managed centrally and final approval for uses tsfmhoney at each school now rests W|th|n the TA@ad@nent.

they—hav&m%h&paSNhlle TAG services are prowded in the classrohmmqh dlfferenuated instruction,

schools have received funds to pay for: extendsgansibility for the TAG Coordinator, materialgiplies to
support TAG activities, and TAG enrichment prograBisidents do not have to have a TAG designation to
receive services. Students only need to meet ieriter rate and level of learnirfgr that activity or servicdf
schools neglect to use the funds, which has bgealdem over the past four yeatisey-willlose-control-over
how-to-direct-the-moneyhe TAG Department will follow up and may direbetfunds instead to something that
will advance some of the TAGAC goaldf your principal seems resistant to using TAGnmapfor-enrichment
classesfor TAG-studenteontact the TAG Department for advice. Seveualstions concerned how the school
TAG budges were set. How does size relate to whétleeTAG Coordinator is a teacher, who is paidafar

the extra responsibilities, or a vice principal,ont not paid extra? The budgets in PPS finamejabrts seem to
vary in ways the questioners did not understanginbiérly said that budgets were based on size ad¢heol, not
the number of TAG students as well as other fact@kstion Item) Kimberly will get us the details on how the
school TAG budgets are set.

3. Kimberly has negotiated attractive group rates \Bgtiurday Academy and OMSI for differentiated group
instruction, which can happen during the schoolasypullouts from classA¢tion Item) Kimberly will share
the cost of these classes at the next meeting.b&lim passed out the TAG Menu of Options list fedieing sent
to schools as suggestions for use of TAG monee £&pendix, in a separate file, for this Menu oftiops.)
They are trying to come up with additional optidasHigh Schools, since those are obviously limitigght now.
OMSI classes are for about 30 students in blendadiegevels and have one session that lasts foud h
Saturday Academy classes are for about 12 studedtgo for 8 or 9 sessions. Teachers then nométadent
working at a higher rate and level to participaitiere is no requirement to be TAG identified sinoee
students may be unidentified. This will provideldihnal support for advanced learning for the stutd who
need it. This explicitly opens up the possibitilyhave pullouts during the school day. If schd@lse concerns
about doing this, the TAG Department can consulhaw to make it happerBut all schools may not be able to
have the TAG classes during the day. It really ddpeon how many empty classrooms there are inciin@os.
That's probably the biggest hindrance in schoadds #ne filled to the brim. The TAG Department catpigive
them ideas, but can’'t mandate that a school hasetblasses during the school diyadditional funding is
necessary, parents are free to do fundraisindhfeset

4. Other questions were:

A. At exempt schools, can parents ask for an indiidées plan to be written? Yes. The questionergasied
that we should get the information out to pareg&mabout what exempt and non-exempt schools and
building TAG plans are. An exempt school is ordguired to have a building TAG plan while a nonrape
school must prepare individual TAG plans for alidgnts. A related question was whether buildiag$
could address the use of the budgets. TAG Builgiags are written once a year and parents canihpue
into them by talking with principals and attendsite council meeting.

B. Q: How did teachers’ unions respond to the chandgeS.here are concerns that have been formally reported

regarding changes to coordinator shift in dutbsrewere-guestions-aboualericalwork-hours-atbigger
schools.

IV. Committee Sessions
1. Mark noted that you do not need to be a TAGAC martdeerve on a committee. See the handout foieé b
description of each committee and the head of ¢imengittee to contact about working on it.

2. Brenda Ray: Communications- working on TAG webaite making it more “friendly”; would like to lookiio
the possibility of another website for TAGAC, n®®® website. Reminder of the OATAG conference in
Woodburn on October 11 and 12.

3. Terese explained the TAG related terminology drafiere were several suggestions for more additimtise
list. Terese agreed to give up her time due testieng interest in the Conversations with PPShedliAG related
terminology will be back for discussion next month.

V. New Business
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Amy said that we had a request for childcare, wiggbrovided by several other parent advisory gsouphere
was discussion (here and in past emails) thatrdiftedepartments across the system have diffenedirig
resources that are allocated for specific reasbims.TAG budget is allocated for school services artivities so
Kimberly would have to try to find money elsewhei@he suggests that we look at this again if/wherget
more people coming to the meetings to see if ottienseed childcare.

Historically, TAGAC has had only 5 meetings perryedthough in 2012-13 we had 9 (nine) meetingsianas
pointed out that all the other parent advisory geolisted on the PPS website meet monthly. Kinyband
Roxanne (?) are currently only able to make it taeetings this year. Kimberly clarified that itswstill OK for
the parent to meet every month without her andag @lso OK to invite other PPS speakers. Markisaid
thought that seemed workable.

The only currently available version of the Bylaave scanned in and therefore not editable or sabiehlvhen
placed on the TAG website. Mark created an MS Werdion and made minor corrections and formatting
changes with the intent of there being no changedaning. The only intentional change was “...lasetimg of
the year” to “last meeting of the school year.”isThas been distributed to and commented on by TEBGA
members previous to this meeting by email . Brgmd® had to leave early) had discussed ideastuibe @ few
additional changes by email, but Mark just wantekctronic version to put on the website. He &aidvill give
Brenda time on the agenda to discuss her suggelstadjes if she requests it. But for now, he juatteran
electronic version of the current Bylaws for thebsite and would like this approved as the newcifiversion.
Motion to approve: Amy. Second: Terese. Motioagedal.

Questions and Comments from Guests

1.
2.

VL.

Where does the TAG budget come from and how cagevenore money for TAG?

How can we promote strategies for higher leveldeay in classrooms? (Getting teachers to reachdlees of
high ability students.)

Are there district wide programs for TAG? She cdroen a state where there were great programs affiare
TAG students. Roxanne pointed out that Oregon ésaifrB states in the US where TAG is not fundedAGT
funding comes out of each district's general budget

Adjourned at 8:10
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