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Oregon Statewide Assessments (OSAS): Test results and 
what they mean 

 
Every year, students across Oregon in grades 3 through 8 and 11 take state summative tests in English 
language arts and mathematics. These tests are referred to as the OSAS (Oregon Statewide Assessment 
System) English Language Arts (ELA) and math summative tests. Test results for each student are mailed to 
their homes at the beginning of the school year. 

What are the OSAS Assessments? 

The purpose of the tests is to measure how well students are mastering the Common Core State Standards 
in math and language arts. The tests include both multiple choice and open-ended questions to which 
students apply critical thinking skills. 

How are the tests scored? 

Each student gets an overall score in math and in English language arts that falls into one of four levels (1-4). 
A Level 3 is “at the standard” and a Level 4 is “above the standard” for college and career readiness. Each 
score is then broken down into subcategories called “claims,” such as reading and writing (in language arts) 
and problem solving (in math), that are also placed in one of four levels. In this way, one can see how well a 
student did overall and also get a sense of a student’s strengths and weaknesses within the larger subject 
area. 

What if a student does poorly on the tests? 

The tests are not used to hold students back or “fail” them. The test results are one tool to help teachers 
and schools understand how well students are learning. In the 11th grade, students may use the tests to 
demonstrate that they have mastered Essential Skills in reading, math and writing that are required for 
graduation. 

How do students who took OSAS tests in 11th grade know if they scored well enough to meet 
graduation requirements? 

Math: To meet the Essential Skills in math, students must earn a score at or above 2543 in Level 2 on the 
math test. 

Reading: To meet the Essential Skills in reading, students must earn a score at or above 2515 in Level 2 
on the reading segment of the English language arts test. 

Writing: To meet the Essential Skills in writing, students must earn a score at or above 2583 in Level 3 in 
the writing segment of the English language arts test. 

What if a student scores below the minimum required to pass Essential Skills? 

Students must then use alternate methods to meet graduation requirements. Methods include submitting 
work samples to demonstrate their knowledge or earning a passing score on other tests, such as the ACT or 
SAT college entrance exams. 

Why are some of the scores for passing Essential Skills lower than a Level 3, which is considered at 
the standard for college and career readiness? 

The state set the passing scores for Essential Skills at a level equivalent to those set under the old Oregon 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS). This was done so that graduation requirements would not be 
raised for students without prior warning. 
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Can OSAS scores be used for college placement? 

Yes. Oregon community colleges and universities can waive placement testing for entering students who 
score a 3 or higher on OSAS tests and meet the college’s standards for continued academic rigor in 12th 
grade. 

How do overall student scores affect their school? 

School report cards produced by the state include academic achievement and growth ratings based on test 
results. 

Are students required to take the tests? 

The state currently requires students to take the tests unless a parent or guardian opts their student out of 
the OSAS tests. To opt-out, the parent or guardian must fill out a form in the student’s school office. 

How many students participated in the tests? 

Overall in 2018-19, about 90 percent of PPS students in grades 3-8 and 11 took the tests. The state requires 
95 percent of students in each school and school district to take the tests to insure that students’ learning 
progress is measured. 

Who can I talk to if I have questions about my student’s performance? 

Talk with your principal, teacher(s) or guidance counselor. Parent/teacher conferences are a good time 
for these discussions. If you have technical questions about the tests, please contact the PPS testing 
department at testinghelp@pps.net or 503-916-3208. 

 

Additional resources 

Oregon Department of Education: http://www.oregon.gov/ode 

National PTA: http://www.pta.org 


