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Genetics Position Paper






Period_____  Date______________
The rate at which new technology is developed and unleashed on the world can be staggering. Ethical considerations are often eclipsed by the parade of progress. In this assignment, you will choose a controversial topic in the field of genetics and examine its scientific meaning. You will also consider the ethical issues surrounding it and using the perspectives of ethics discussed in class, defend your own personal position on the topic. This paper will be read and graded (anonymously) by someone in an IB Biology class. The teacher will also read the paper. The length of the paper (typed, one inch margins, 12 font, single spaced… save trees!) should be 2-3 pages, not including a bibliography.

The teacher will provide a half sheet rubric to attach to your paper. Please do no write your name on the paper, but choose a pseudonym. This paper is due on _______________________.

Scoring Rubric:

_____
Explained the Science of the topic well (10)

_____
Addressed at least two ethical considerations related to the topic (6)

_____
Explained at least two sides to the issue (6)

_____
Defended own position well (6)

_____
Used ethics vocabulary correctly (3)

_____
Length 2-3 pages, single-spaced, one inch margins (2)

_____
Bibliography included (2)

_____/35 TOTAL

Comments:

