IB Biology






Name ________________________________

Identifying Phyla Using A Dichotomous Key


Period _____
Date ____________________

Think back to how you used a dichotomous key to identify fish. Key the organisms from the kingdom Animalia given to you below.  Write the names of the organisms in that group (find pictures on the internet), the numbers from the key, and phylum name in the spaces indicated below. Answer the questions. Finally, develop a key to distinguish between the phyla of plants given. Find pictures of these organisms on the web to help you.

	names
	numbers
	PHYLUM

	1  sea anenome 

     jellyfish 
	
	

	2   fluke 

     tapeworm
	
	

	3   crab

     brine shrimp 

     Insects
	
	

	4   snail 

     clam           mussel

     squid          chitin
	
	

	5   earthworm

     nereis 

     sandworm
	
	

	6    sponge 
	
	

	7    duck            bat 

      armadillo 

       shark 
	
	

	8     starfish 

       sand dollar
	
	


QUESTIONS:

1.  What are the criteria of classification used by a modern taxonomist? 


2.  Distinguish between porifera and all of the other groups observed.


3.  Compare and contrast annelida and platyhelminthes.


4.  Characterize (describe) arthropoda 


5.  Develop a key of your own to distinguish between the following phyla of plants using simple external recognition features including true roots, stems and leaves; reproduces by spores or seeds, has flowers or cones: bryophyta (mosses), filicinophyta (ferns), coniferophyta (cone baring plants), and angiospermophyta (flowering plants). 
6.  Describe the external recognition features of birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles and fish. (Oxford pg. 268)

Adapted from Dumas 2005

