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Announcing new principal at ACCESS  
Academy, Ginger Taylor
July 2019

Dear ACCESS Community,

I am pleased to announce that Ginger Taylor will become the new 
principal of ACCESS Academy. Ginger is a veteran educator who has 
worked in Portland Public Schools for 15 years, and she brings a deep 
background as a counselor and student advocate and is dedicated to 
equity of educational access for all students. Ginger will succeed Krista 
Blovad, who served as principal this past school year. We thank Krista for 
her leadership. 

The last three years, Ginger served as vice principal at Lincoln High 
School, where she lead work focused on Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
and intervention, dropout prevention, school climate, special education 
and English Language Learners programs. She worked collaboratively 
with Lincoln’s Whole Child stakeholder groups, site council, equity 
team, and PLC leaders to pair the strong IB academic programming 
with evidence-based academic and social-emotional supports and 
interventions for students.

From 2010-2012, Ginger served as the vice principal of Summer Scholars, becoming the administrator 
for both Portland Evening and Summer Scholars programs in 2012. PESS programs support on-time 
graduation, enrolling over 1,700 students from across 20 different high schools and programs. Under her 
leadership, PESS was credited with increasing the PPS graduation rate by 3% each year. 

Ginger served as a school counselor for eight years, starting at Harriet Tubman Middle School before 
settling in at Benson Polytechnic High School, where she served from 2005 to 2012. As a school counselor 
leader at the district, state, and national levels, Ginger served on several advocacy teams with the College 
Board. Ginger helped shape and deploy the first national survey of school counselors sponsored by the 
College Board. The results of this national survey have resulted in elevating the work of school counselors. 
Before moving into education, Ginger was a certified therapist and case manager for many years, working 
with adolescents in dual diagnosis day and residential treatment.

Ginger earned a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and Sociology from Western Oregon State College, 
a Master of Education and School Counseling from Lewis & Clark College, and completed her School 
Administration program at Portland State University. She has deep ties to Portland and attended K-12 at 
PPS schools, and is a graduate of Jefferson High School.

Ginger is married to a math teacher-turned-school administrator, and they have two grown daughters. 
Ginger loves everything having to do with the outdoors, traveling, classic rock and roll, and shares that 
“family is everything!”

You will have a chance to meet Ginger on Wednesday, Aug. 21, when she hosts a meet-and-greet in the 
Lane cafeteria starting at 5:30 p.m. Please join me in welcoming Principal Taylor to ACCESS Academy.

Keeley Simpson, Ed.D. 
Regional Superintendent
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