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January 31, 2020
Dear school community,

An outbreak of a new virus called the novel coronavirus, or 2019-nCoV, that began in Wuhan City,
China, has created concern and questions recently. MESD is working closely with Multnomah County
Health Department to assess any risk for local schools.

At this time, we believe the risk to the general Multnomah County population is low. The Health
Department is monitoring the situation closely and has created a general information sheet about this
virus. It is included with this letter.

This is a new virus, and health recommendations may change as public health experts learn more about
the disease. At this time, people who have recently visited China do not need to stay at home unless
they are sick. People who have visited an area with confirmed cases of the virus should watch for a
fever, cough, and trouble breathing for 14 days after return. If they get sick, they should stay home and
call their health care provider.

At this time there is no vaccine to prevent the new coronavirus. But this is a good reminder to everyone
that it is still flu season. We want to remind people to make sure they have their flu shot, and to stay
home if they are sick.

If you have questions about this new coronavirus that aren’t answered by the attached FAQ, please visit
the Multnhomah County Health Dept website at multco.us/health-officer/novel-coronavirus-2019. You can
also call Communicable Disease Services during normal business hours at 503-988-3406, or call your
school nurse.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jennifer Vines, Health Officer
Multnomah County Health Department

If you need help understanding this information, please call your child’s school.
(English)

AR TR EAEANFE BN 7 ARILE S, WEBURE T LRI E AL .
(Chinese)

Ecnu Bam Hy>XHa nomoLLb B MOHMMaHUM 3TON MHGOPMaLUMK, Noxanyncra, No3BOHUTE B WwKony Bawero pebeHka.
(Russian)

Haddaad u baahan tahay in lagaa caawiyo fahanka macluumaadkaan, fadlan wac dugsiga cunugaaga.
(Somali)

Si necesita ayuda para comprender esta informacion, llame a la escuela de su hijo(a).
(Spanish)

Néu quy vi can hd tro dé hiéu thdng tin nay, vui long goi dién cho trwéng clia con quy vi.
(Vietnamese)


https://multco.us/health-officer/novel-coronavirus-2019

