ON MULTI-AGED, COOPERATIVE LEARNING CLASSROOMS

      

- Odyssey Founders: Susan Anderson, Marion Grassley and Alan Damon

We believe the Multi-age Classroom lets students grow and develop at their own rate – at their biological / developmental rate, rather than their physical/chronological rate. Physical time denies the fact that children are organisms who operate on variable biological and psychological time, not uniform physical time. Children can better receive the guidance and support from the teachers who already know them and who can build on that knowledge and experience over a longer period of time. Too often, the knowledge a teacher has gained about a student is lost when the child moves on to the next grade and must be relearned by the new teacher.

The multi-age program is individualized or differentiated, incorporating developmentally appropriate instructional practices, encouraging and guiding students to plan their own learning. Students need on-going consistent opportunities to construct knowledge together as a group, to make meaning out of their experiences and to make sense of what they’re learning. They need to make the connections to their learning that the multi-age classroom offers.

We believe that students develop and learn best in a consistent environment that continues over time, giving them the opportunity to explore, amplify and extend their learning. Within this long term environment, students can see clearly and evaluate their own growth and progress, maximizing their opportunity to internalize and integrate their learning. Each student will be more able to build sequentially and successfully upon what has been learned before and more empowered to synthesize and apply this learning to new situations and to solving new problems.

We believe a consistent environment that is long lasting and composed of children of graduated ages presents a non-threatening situation that enhances the opportunity to learn the skills of collaboration and cooperation. Cooperation is much more effective than competition in improving academic achievement. Cooperation leads to positive school and learning attitudes and increased academic performances. Children not only evidence more positive attitudes toward school, but towards each other. Older students feel more comfortable sharing their skills and concepts with younger students, hence reinforcing the older student’s learning as well as assisting the younger students to learn. Younger students look up to older ones, therefore

accepting help from them readily.

All current research supports this position. We find an overwhelming preponderance ofevidence to support non-gradedness in all of the dimensions we implement. No research proposes that the single-age, graded structure is desirable. The nurturing, multi-age environment increases every student’s chance to learn and develop the highest self-esteem.

Our planned pupil variability and diversity optimizes each child’s opportunity to grow intellectually, socially, and personally through interaction with multi-aged peers.

“On Multi-Aged Classrooms”

~ John Goodlad, The Non-graded Elementary

DEFINITION: Students spanning two or more chronological years are grouped together in a learning environment.
RATIONALE: Teachers are able to respond to individual differences in order to maximize each child’s unique potential.

BENEFITS:

 Teachers spend more than one year getting to know the children.

 Competition is vastly reduced.

 Cooperation leads to positive school attitudes and increased

academic performances.

 Children of all abilities proceed at their own rate.

 Non-graded classrooms are more likely to incorporate

developmentally appropriate instructional practices.

 Children evidence more positive attitudes toward school and toward

each other.

 Younger children learn from older children and the older children

learn from helping the younger children.

THE RESEARCH: “Looking at the entire array of literature growing out of recent educational research, we find an overwhelming preponderance of evidence and argument to support nongradedness in all of its dimensions. 
THERE IS SIMPLY NO RESEARCH THAT SAYS GRADED STRUCTURE IS DESIRABLE, OR, FOR THAT MATTER, THAT SINGLE-AGE CLASS GROUPINGS AND/OR SELF-CONTAINED CLASSROOMS ARE TO BE PREFERRED.”

“…If the advocates of gradedness were to stake their professional reputations on research, or even on responsible commentary in the literature, they would all be unemployed educators within a few hours. Put positively, the advocates of non-gradedness have virtually no counter evidence with which to contend...”
