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Richmond Shinbun

JAPANESE IMMERSION AT RICHMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

THIS WEEK: 23 additional families gave money for a total of more than
$5,000.
•

TOTAL PARTICIPATION AS OF 5-7-07: 92 out of 261 families for 35%!

•

TOTAL AMOUNT AS OF 5-7-07: $45,024.50 which is more than 2/3rds
of the way to our goal of $60,000.

PAT YOURSELVES ON THE BACK: Two years ago, 10% of families donated
to the Parent Pledge Drive. Last school year, 20% donated, and this year, already
35% have donated. You have chosen to send your child(ren) to a program that
offers more than a standard education. Our children get two languages, two cultures, and so much more. Maintaining this great program costs more, and you are
responding. Thank you.
BUT IT ISN'T OVER: We do need more families to donate. We are still asking
for one month of kindergarten tuition ($265). At this amount, we still need 40-50
families to donate, BUT please know that every family donation, no matter how
large or small, makes a difference.
CALLING ALL FAMILIES IN ALL GRADES: Every student benefits from
the staff supported by the Richmond Foundation. Last year, it was the librarian. This year we are focusing on a fourth 1st grade teacher. We are all in this together, and we all need to our part as each is able to do. (You can even ask your
relatives to donate...many have already.)
A STRONG COMMUNITY: We are doing it Richmond Families! We are
stronger as one team. Thank you so much.
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Please Check Richmond’s Lost & Found
Richmond’s Lost & Found is filling up with many
wonderful coats, hats, sets of gloves, sweatshirts,
sweaters, lunch bags and fleece pull-overs. As
our days transition to cool mornings and warm
afternoons, students have been more likely to
forget their outer wear after recess and school
dismissal. If you don’t find what you’re looking
for on the cafeteria rack, please check out the
YMCA lost and found for students who participate in YMCA childcare services.
ALL unclaimed items on Richmond’s lost
and found rack, located in the cafeteria,
will be sent to the PTA Clothes Closet at
Marshall High School at the end of May.

Save Our Elms!
The Save Our Elms Richmond affiliate has close to $2400 in the bank now. We are climbing closer to our
goal of saving the $3000 we will need in July for Dutch Elm Disease inoculations for our beautiful elm
trees. Please keep buying the delicious Portland Roasting coffee or consider making a donation to our 501
(c)3 non-profit organization. Order forms and coffee for purchase are available in the Richmond office!
If you are interested in helping with the tree inoculation and care
this summer or have other questions about this program, please
contact Richmond parent Mary Klinger (503)234-5147 or at dustinmary@comcast.net
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Join the Fun in Richmond’s Garden!
Need worm wranglers? We have 'em.
Want to eat fresh peas, strawberries, radishes, carrots, cucumbers, and potatoes? We do.
Love fresh flowers on your table? So do we.
Can't get enough dirt on your clothes? Neither can we.
Who are we? We are the pre-k classroom that has
been lucky enough to work in the Richmond Garden all year long. Thanks to a great Garden Committee that readied the garden over the summer,
the 3, 4, and 5 year olds have been weeding, planting, composting, harvesting, pruning, painting,
singing, sketching, and dissecting all year long.
And now, we are not the only ones enjoying the
Garden. The 3rd graders have planted vegetables
and ornamentals. You can find them out in the Garden sketching, watering and weeding. They've even
named their plants! In addition to the 3rd graders,
the Native American Head Start Montessori class is
moving in. The more the merrier!
Please join us at the Spring Festival. The Garden
will have seed planting activities for all ages and if
you feel the need to weed, well, hai douzo!
Jaina-sensei
Richmond’s pre-school English Teacher

YMCA will be at Richmond this summer and will provide their
same level of service for our families. YMCA will work from their
same classroom space between June 18-July 31st to give Kurabu space in
the cafeteria. The YMCA will move into the cafeteria for the month of August in order to allow the current YMCA space to be renovated for a preschool classroom. Parents should contact the YMCA for summer registration information and rates: www.ychildcare.org
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The Consulate-General of Japan in Portland, Oregon held its annual Japanese Speech Contest
for students of high school and middle school levels from the states of Oregon, Southern Idaho,
and Southwest Washington on April 28, 2007 at the World Trade Center. Three of Richmond’s
fifth graders were invited to be non-evaluated participants in the contest. This year’s participants were:
Mariko Kitazawa
Maya Montgomery
Clara Smith
Mariko and Maya used the topic of their hobbies as the focus of their speeches, while Clara
spoke about the reasons why she studies Japanese. All three of them did a wonderful job last
Saturday!
Minori Fukushima, 5th grade Japanese teacher

P. T. A. News!
PTA General Meeting May 17: We will have a PTA general meeting on Thursday, May 17 from 6:30 to 7:00 in the library immediately preceding Oya No Kai's
general meeting. The agenda will be open elections, a garden committee update,
and voting on how the money raised this year will be spent. We will be presenting
the recommendations of the Richmond staff, site council, and the PTA executive
board in numerical order with the top priority being an additional first-grade
teacher. Because our meeting is so short and we want to be a good neighbor to
Oya No Kai, the meeting will start at 6:30 sharp. See you there!!!
Grandparents'/Special Friends' Day: June 1!!! There has been a change in the date due to the state
change in standardized testing. The paper and pencil test will now be taking place the middle two weeks of
May so Grandparents'/Special Friends' Day had to be rescheduled for Friday, June 1. This will be a fun day
with an author's tea so please let those mature citizens in your children's lives know about this terrific
event!!! Don't forget to bring those grandparents and special friends into the book fair so they can see what
books those special children in their lives might like to read over the summer, too!
Scholastic Book Fair: May 29 through June 1!!! Our semiannual book fair
is right around the corner so please mark your calendars. This is a great time
to stock up on summer reading, buy birthday presents for those summer parties, and purchase host family gifts for the trip to Japan! This fund raiser goes
directly to the Richmond Library to help us pay for the Dynex system that we
use to connect us to the Multnomah County Library and enables us to purchase new books. As always, we need volunteers for the event so please sign
up with Kristina at kmk456@comcast.net to let us know that you are interested in volunteering. Volunteer shifts are from 7:45 to 8:30 and from 2:00 to
2:45 Tuesday through Friday. Hope to see you there!!!

Kristina Kallen, President

Satoko Moran, Treasurer

Kim Tanada, Secretary

Special note to Spring Festival Volunteers:
Receipts needed by Friday, May 18th for
any and all purchases related to the planning and support of the Spring Festival.
Turn your receipts in via the PTA box in
Richmond’s office for quick reimbursement. Thanks!
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The After-Auction, Auction at the Spring Festival
If you didn't make it to this year's Our Dreams Take Flight auction, you have a second chance at some great
donated items during the Spring Festival. There are three ways to support Oya No Kai and the fifth grade
class trip while going home with some really cool stuff:
1) Pre-sale May 7-11 - We have numerous gift certificates and beautiful, one-of-a-kind items that either
were donated too late to sell at the auction or else didn't sell. They'll be on display in the volunteer room at
Richmond the week before the Spring Festival and they'll be sold to the highest bidder. Or you can pay the
guaranteed price and go home with it immediately! Volunteers will be available in the mornings before
school to accept payment. A complete list of pre-sale items and gift certificates is available on the Oya No
Kai web site.
2) Raffle at the Spring Festival - Buy some raffle tickets at the festival and enter to win one of thirty donated items. You can put an unlimited number of raffle tickets in the drawing for each item that you want
to win!
3) Rummage sale at the Spring Festival - Looking for a bargain or something really unique? The rummage
sale is the place for you. And don't forget - Mother's Day is coming up soon so sending the kids in with
some spending money might be a good idea!
Thanks for your support for these fundraisers and for the Spring Festival.

Don’t Worry About Dinner!
Take a night off of cooking and come socialize with our Richmond JMP community. Sckavone's restaurant,
at SE 41st and Division, is hosting another fundraiser to benefit Richmond's Foundation fund drive. Please
mark your busy calendars for:
Wednesday May 16th after 5 pm.
25% of all sales at Sckavone's during this time will go to the Richmond Foundation. You can
read more about Sckavone's at http://www.fsafood.com/fsacom/About+Us/Distribution+Areas/
Branch+Locations/Portland/Featured+Restaurant+Sckavones.htm
Thanks for your support, and I hope we get to have dinner with you!
Angie Tomlinson
Kinder & 1st
Grade Parent

CALENDAR FOR May 12 - June 1, 2007
Portland Public Schools

JAPANESE IMMERSION AT
RICHMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

2276 SE 41st Street
Portland, OR 97214
Phone: 503-916-6220
Fax: 503-916-2665
Website: www.richmondjmp.org

Japanese Magnet Program
Richmond office hours
are 7:30 AM—4:00 PM

Sat. May 12

SPRING FESTIVAL AT RICHMOND— 11:00 am to 5:00 PM

Sun. May 13

Mother’s Day

Mon. May 14

Scrip order day
Site Council meeting in the library at 2:30-4:30 PM

Thurs. May 17

PTA General Meeting in Library at 6:30-7:00 PM
Oya No Kai General Meeting—7:00 to 8:30 PM in cafeteria

Fri. May 18

Scrip pick up day
4th grade field trip to Champoeg Park

Thurs. May 24

Safety Patrol Picnic at Oaks Park
Battle of the Books at Mt. Tabor (afternoon for 5th grade)

Mon. May 28

Memorial Day—Schools Closed

May 28-June 1

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR in room 104

Thurs. May 31

Kindergarten Zoo field trip 8:30 AM to 2:00 PM

Fri. June 1

Grandparents’ Day

Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity
and worth of all individuals and groups and
their roles in society. All individuals and groups
shall be treated with fairness in all activities,
programs and operations, without regard to age,
color, creed, disability, marital status, national
origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation.
Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P

Bank Day:
• Keep the Deposits Coming!
• Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed to help staff Richmond’s wonderful banking system every Wednesday in
room 17, within the cafeteria. The time commitment is 7:30-9:00 AM on Wednesdays. Young
siblings are welcome, but childcare is not available.
Please contact Hannah Hurley at phhurley@teleport.com if you are willing to help with this fun
activity.
This week’s raffle winner was Abby Matsushima in 4th Grade.
Please congratulate her!

