
THE DIRT! 
An Update from the Richmond Garden Committee  

We do believe Spring has Sprung!  Daffodils everywhere do not lie.  That said this is al-
ways a bit of a tricky time for planting as a hard frost can nip our seedling efforts in the 
bud. 

 

Check out the cleaned-up North Garden (across the parking lot).  A work party group fixed 
the falling-down fence, mended the gate, weeded, sifted compost and constructed a pea 
trellis.  It was a beautiful Saturday to work together.  Thank you so very much to all 
who participated!!! 

 

The preschool leads the way with planting efforts there.  Garlic is flourishing from last fall, 
peas have gone into the ground, bulbs are breaking out into bloom.  In the classroom 
starts abound awaiting their trip outside.  Thanks to Elizabeth Cramer for focusing efforts 
there. 

 

Richmond’s Fourth grade is beginning to link their curriculum to the garden.   Fourth 
grade social studies focus is Oregon State history, Lewis and Clark’s journey and Native 
Americans. This Spring they will plant the “Three Sisters” combination of corn, beans and 
squash.  Native Americans discovered this symbiotic planting relationship of shade, nitro-
gen and trellising.  They will also study and press some native plants. 

 

Look for news of ground-breaking on the South Garden (in the field just adjacent to the 
playground).  We are refining the design and plan to break ground in April.  A big work 
party effort is being planned. This will be another fun and fulfilling opportunity to work 
together.  How often do we get the satisfaction of seeing the instant results of our efforts? 

 

Also, coming in April will be regular Friday after-school work parties.  Many 
kinds of projects and help will be needed.  This is one more opportunity for children and 
adults to be hands-on in the garden! 

 

There are many funding sources specific to gardens out there.  And we have a fundraising 
subcommittee that could use help.  If you want to be involved in growing our garden at 
Richmond and have skills or interest in this area, we want you!  The work would be fo-
cused and project oriented: grants and solicitation of some in-kind contribution dona-
tions.  If you are interested call or e-mail Kristin Bacon-Brenes: kkbbrenes@yahoo.com or 
503.288.1429. 

Track the Transfer Numbers! 
The following chart shows how many first place applications for transfer to Richmond 
have been recorded in the District’s online system.    The deadline was today, March 7th 
and we’ve filled our open spaces in pre-school and kindergarten.   

 PreK K Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 
# and % 
of App’s 

Rec’d 

47 

152% 

94 

136% 

11 

69% 

6 

60% 

  0 

0% 

# of 
Slots 31 69 16 10 0 0 12 
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News from Richmond’s  
Parent Teacher Association 

 

Kristina Kallen Kim Tanada   Mika Obara    Sonciray Bonnell           Yoko Sato  

       President    Vice President     Treasurer          Secretary        Special Events 

 

Volunteers for Spring Festival!!!  The planning time for the May 17th third annual Spring 
Festival is upon us.  Meg Matsushima and Kim Tanada have generously offered to cochair the festival yet 
again!!!  Thank you Meg and Kim!!!  Last year we had 117 volunteers help make this event a success.  Because 
our community is even bigger this year and because we are giving the neighbors a special invitation, we need 
even more.  Next week your room representatives will begin contacting parents from each class to sign up vol-
unteers for the various tasks.  Some of the volunteer needs are: 

 

1.  Help distribute invitations to our Richmond neighbors. 

2.  Send out thank you letters to sponsors (and the PTA will even give you a letter template that you can use to 
simplify this). 

3.  Promote the event to your friends and neighbors. 

4.  Mail flyers to businesses. 

5.  Recruit volunteers to staff the games. 

6.  Work as a team of four people to find sponsors for the festival. 

7.  Sew table skirts that can be velcroed onto the tables (so we are more “green” this year and are not throwing 
away loads of paper used as table skirts). 

8.  Help decorate the day prior to the festival. 

9.  Help set up. 

10.  Help clean up. 

11.  Sell game bracelets. 

12.  Visit local publications, give them a flyer, and ask them to donate advertising space in their publication. 

13.  Staff the bounce house. 

14.  Staff the obstacle course. 

15.  Staff the tricycle race. 

16.  Work as a cashier at the festival. 

17.  Work at the silent Keepsake auction (artwork only created by children of Richmond) in setup, cashiering, 
will call, and clean up. 

 

And these are just a few opportunities!  If you see something on the list that you would like to help with, 
please contact your room representative or Kristina Kallen at kmk456@comcast.net.  Many hands make light 
work so join us in making this Spring Festival the best ever!!! 

 









TOTAL DONATION 

2 7 5 2 0 $ 9 





 

 

Portland Taiko Offers Parent-Child Workshop 
 

Portland Taiko is offering a one-time parent-child workshop on Sunday, March 9. The workshop is from 11 a.m. to 
noon, for ages 3-6  and the cost is $40 per pair, with a limit of 12 pairs.  Folks who are interested can all the office at 503-
288-2456 for registration information. 

 

Parent-Child Workshops are a one-time, hour-long introductory workshop for kids and their parents to get a taste of 
taiko.   Activities include stretching, drum rolls, repeating basic rhythms and games to encourage cooperation and fo-
cused energy. 

 

We also offer kids taiko classes, though we're mid-session right now. The next session starts in May. 



 

 

 

• Portland Public Schools recognizes the diver-
sity and worth of all individuals and groups 
and their roles in society.  All individuals and 
groups shall be treated with fairness in all 
activities, programs and operations, without 
regard to age, color, creed, disability, marital 
status, national origin, race, religion, sex or 
sexual orientation. 

Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P 

CALENDAR FOR March 7-April 11, 2008 

   

Fri. Mar. 7 DEADLINE for transfer applications to Portland Public Schools 
  enrollment and transfer office by 5:00 PM to be valid for 2008-
  09 school year 

 

Sun. Mar. 9 Daylight Savings Time—move   
  clocks one hour! 

 

Mon. Mar. 10 Scrip order day 

  Intern & Host Family Party at 7:00-8:00 PM in the cafeteria 

  Foundation meeting at 6:30 PM in the staff room 

  Grant committee meeting at 7:00 PM in the volunteer room 

 

Thurs. Mar. 13 Second grading period ends in trimester yearly schedule 

  Scrip pick up day 

 

Fri. Mar 14 NO SCHOOL—Teachers prepare report cards to be sent home with  

  students on Fri. March 21st 

 

Mon. Mar. 17 Scrip pick up day 

 

Tues. Mar. 18 Oya No Kai Board meeting at 6:45 PM 

 

Wed. Mar. 19 Superintendent Carole Smith meets with all PTA Board members from  
  every school in the Franklin Cluster.  Meeting held 6:30 PM in the library 
  at Franklin High School (5405 SE Woodward)   

Saturday,  March 22—Sunday, March 30 is Spring Vacation!   
Mon. Mar. 31 Students and staff return to Richmond from Spring Vacation fun! 

  Scrip order day 

 

Wed. Apr. 2 Host Family Training at 7:00 PM in the library (babysitting available) 

 

Fri. Apr. 4 Scrip pick up day  

 

Tues. Apr. 8 Pizzicato Fundraiser for Richmond Foundation (61st and Division) 

 

Thurs. Apr. 10 School Assembly with students in grades 3-5  performing  taiko with our 
  Artist-in-residence for students in grades PreK-2.  Assembly at 1:30 PM in 
  the cafeteria 

  Evening Taiko performance with students in grades 3-5 at 7:00 PM 

 

Fri. Apr. 11 NO SCHOOL—Teachers’ professional development day (District) 

 

Mon. Apr. 14 NO SCHOOL—Teachers’ professional development day (Richmond only) 

RICHMOND JAPANESE IMMERSION 

Richmond office hours are  

7:30 AM—4:00 PM 

To reach Patsy Burke,  Secretary: 

503-916-6220 

pburke1@pps.k12.or.us 

To reach Kathryn Anderson, Richmond 
Principal: 

503-916-6220 

503-329-1681 (cell) 

keanders@pps.k12.or.us 

 

 
Portland Public Schools 
Japanese Magnet Program 


