
A Letter from Carole Smith, Superintendent 

 

Over the last few years, Portland Public Schools’ central office has made huge strides in our 
efforts to again direct our energy where it belongs: The central mission of supporting our 
schools and educating our youth. 

 

After long tough years of budget cuts and constant funding battles, we established three 
critical offices focused on our educational mission. First revived was the Office of Teaching 
and Learning, to lead our curriculum efforts and professional development to improve in-
structional practice.  

 

Second, the Office of Schools has placed an intense emphasis on accountability, leadership 
development and continuing improvement to our schools serving pre-kindergarten through 
8th grade. 

 

And finally, we established the Office of High Schools, funded with a two-year grant from 
the Gates Foundation. The Office of High Schools has brought a new and much-needed fo-
cus on our high schools, digging deep into the data to spur reform, supporting new models 
and starting to weave together a true secondary system from our collection of independent 
high schools. 

 

Superintendent Vicki Phillips created these separate offices to raise the profile of each of 
these high-stakes areas of reform, and attracted dynamic and talented leaders to carry the 
work forward. Together, the three chiefs, Judy Elliott, Barbara Adams and Leslie Rennie-
Hill, built Portland Public Schools’ capacity and strength in these critical areas through their 
energies and expertise. 

 

Now it is time to move to the next stage of district reform. We must integrate these efforts 
and these offices into a seamless operation providing educational leadership and support for 
teaching and learning in all of our schools. And we must place principals at the center of the 

work – both by involving them in the decision-making and vision of our school district at the 
highest levels and by making sure we all carry, at our core, the understanding that the cen-
tral office exists to serve our schools, not the other way around. 

 

As PPS evolves to meet those twin goals – an integrated, seamless focus on education and 
the voice of principals embedded in our work – I am making changes to the structure of our 
central leadership. 

 

Today, I am posting the position of Chief Academic Officer. Starting July 1, the Chief Aca-
demic Officer will bring the functions of the Office of High Schools, the Office of Schools and 
the Office of Teaching and Learning together into one office. The Chief Academic Officer will 

work with me to create a strong and coherent system of support and accountability for our 
efforts in improving instructional practice, managing day-to-day operations, and leading 
change in all of our schools, from pre-K through high school. 

 

Some of you might be thinking “back to the future,” recalling that PPS once had a Chief Aca-
demic Officer. While we are using the same title, I am re-establishing this office with a new 
focus, new vigor and new style of working with and for our schools. Our capacity to support 

the work of our teachers, principals and schools has grown immensely over the last few 
years of high-profile work in the three separate offices. But together, under one chief, the  
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work will be stronger. 

 

Once selected, the Chief Academic Officer and I will work closely on the structure of the department, reporting relation-
ships and job responsibilities. That may leave many fine and dedicated leaders in a state of uncertainty for now, but I 
believe it is only fair to the prospective CAO to allow him or her to have a say in these decisions. I hope that you all un-
derstand the organizational imperatives behind this structural change: It is where we are right now as a district, and   
where we must go. 

 

I am pleased to announce that Toni Hunter, currently principal at Grant High School, will be joining our central office 
team in July, working under the new CAO. Toni has served Portland students for more than three decades – as a teacher, 
counselor, program coordinator, TOSA, vice principal and principal – and I am delighted to have her taking on this new 
challenge. Toni’s counsel and mentorship have been consistent assets to our school district, and her perspective as a sea-
soned and respected principal will help guide us to better decisions. Again, we will be able to define and describe her role 
more clearly later this spring. For now, I know she leaves large shoes to fill at Grant, and that community will want to get 
a jump on helping us select her replacement. 

 

Ever onward! Portland Public Schools will continue to evolve in our quest to improve education for all students, and I am 
pleased that we continue to attract and cultivate talented leaders. Thank you for your ongoing dedication. 

 

Carole Smith 

Superintendent 

Portland Public Schools 

Richmond Parents: 

 

I am making a Richmond promotional video that will be used for  recruiting 
prospective parents, interns and teachers. The focus will  be on the many great 
qualities of our immersion program: parent  volunteering, our wonderful in-
terns and teachers, the Japanese  cultural programs, and, of course,  the class-
room experience.   

 

Many  parents have signed a consent/permission form that does NOT allow  their child to be videotaped. Instead of send-
ing out a new consent  form,  I would like to ask your permission to videotape big events  like the Spring for the Arts and 
then get permission later if  we  choose to use an image of your child in the edited video. For the  classroom experience, I 
will seek out parents individually and have  them sign a consent form. The final video will be available on the  Richmond 
website and in DVD. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns by emailing  me at wluers@gmail.com. 

 

Thanks, 

Will Luers 



 



News from Richmond’s  
Parent Teacher Association 

 

Kristina Kallen Kim Tanada   Mika Obara    Sonciray Bonnell           Yoko Sato  

       President    Vice President     Treasurer          Secretary        Special Events 

 

Spring for the Arts!!!  Can you believe it is already Spring for the Arts time again?!  For those of you who 
are new to the school, Spring for the Arts is our very own Richmond arts run where students run laps that are spon-
sored by generous donors, and all money raised goes to Richmond’s art education.  Last year we had our largest 
donations ever…$12,500!!!  Wow!!! Let’s try and beat that by $100 this year and see if we can raise $12,600!!!  
The run will take place on Friday, April 25 with pre-K through second grade will run 9:30 to 10:00 and third 
through fifth will run 1:00 to 1:30.  As always, we need volunteers to come and mark the laps run and we also need 
volunteers to stay following the run to tally the sheets, add the dollars, and determine a preliminary winner of the 
race for each grade level.  PTA has some very wonderful prizes again this year for all of the lucky winners!  The 
donation sheets should go home today in your child’s backpack so please check it and happy sponsor gathering! 

 

Spring Festival Keepsake Auction:  At our PTA Spring Festival on May 31st we will host a silent keep-
sake auction that will include primarily children’s artwork and a few donated pieces of art by local artists.  ALL 
proceeds from this auction will be donated to the Foundation.  We need an art auction coordinator from each grade 
level and two coordinators from kindergarten and first grade in order to create artwork from each class (two pieces 
from kinder/first grade) incorporating the children’s individual creativity.  If you are interested in being the art auc-
tion coordinator for your classroom, please contact your classroom representative or e-mail Kristina Kallen at 
kmk456@comcast.net.  We need to have all coordinators in place by 4/15 in order to complete the artwork in time 
for the festival.  This is going to be a fabulous event!!!! 

 

School Board Meeting Thank You:  Please accept our heartfelt thank you for attending the school 
board meeting on Monday night.  Even though we didn’t get to speak until 10:30 p.m., our Richmond staff, parents, 
and grandparents were gracious and polite, and the school board noticed.  Our speakers did a fabulous job (thank 
you Sonciray Bonnell and Chon Wong) and we looked great in our Richmond apparel (thank you for the T-shirt/
sweatshirt donations Oya No Kai President, John Baumgartner)!  Thank you also for all the letters and e-mails you 
have been sending to the superintendent and the school board about our staff allocation as well.  Our care and com-
mitment to our program and all elementary schools in the district has been heard loud and clear. 

 

Budget Meeting with Heidi Franklin:  On Friday, April 11 at 3:30 our PTA board will be meeting 
with PPS Chief Financial Officer, Heidi Franklin, as well as Area Director, John Horn, to discuss questions we 
have regarding the PPS budget.  We will take notes and report back to you in the following newsletter.    



CELL PHONE DRIVE UPDATE 
Has your child brought an old cell phone yet? 

 
34 phones have been collected so far. 23 of that came from Aidan Poole (1st grade) 
and his family. Aidan’s dad asked his coworkers!  
When you bring cell phones, ask Rich Coffee ladies for stickers to put on cell phone 
recycling race chart by class. Mishina-sensei/Ms. Murphy’s class has a big lead at this 
point thanks to Aidan. Please ask your friends, coworkers, neighbors, etc.   

Goal=435 phones with 401 more to go!! 
Over $1000 to help fund our staff.  



 

Get Started With Rosetta Stone at Home! 
 

Portland Public Schools’ ESL department has purchased a site license for all Richmond students, staff and fam-
ily members to use the Rosetta Stone online language system to practice and improve our Japanese language 
skills.  You can access our PPS license at the following website, from any place you have internet access.   

 

 

• Website:  http://ppsenterprise.onlinelanguagelearning.com 
 

• User Name:  Your child’s I.D. number located on your child’s  

     recent report card, sent home March 21st. 

 

• Password:  Your child’s I. D. number, again.  

Rich Coffee Update 
 

Rich Coffee has so far donated $600 to the Richmond School Foundation thanks 
to our loyal customers!!! 

 

 

 

Mini Muffins are now available on Tuesdays. 

(And maybe other days, too.) 

 

 

 
Hope to see you Monday through Friday right by the volunteer room! 

 

Emi Avondstondt, Etsuko Austin, Sachiko Nishikido 













TOTAL DONATION 

3 3 6 7 0 $ 9 

Ganbari mattaku! 
Let’s persevere altogether! 







 

 

 

• Portland Public Schools recognizes the diver-
sity and worth of all individuals and groups 
and their roles in society.  All individuals and 
groups shall be treated with fairness in all 
activities, programs and operations, without 
regard to age, color, creed, disability, marital 
status, national origin, race, religion, sex or 
sexual orientation. 

Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P 

CALENDAR FOR APRIL 4– 25, 2008 

   

Fri. Apr. 4 Scrip pick up day  

 

Tues. Apr. 8 Pizzicato Fundraiser for Richmond Foundation (61st and Division) 

 

Thurs. Apr. 10 School Assembly with students in grades 3-5  performing  taiko with our 
  Artist-in-residence for students in grades PreK-2.  Assembly at 1:30 PM in 
  the cafeteria 

   

Fri. Apr. 11 NO SCHOOL—Teachers’ professional development day (District) 

 

Mon. Apr. 14 NO SCHOOL—Teachers’ professional development day (Richmond only) 

 

April 14-18 is Richmond’s shopping week at School House Supplies! 
 

Tues. Apr. 15  Scrip order day 

 

Fri. Apr. 18 Scrip pick up day 

 

Mon. Apr. 21 SWITCH DAY!  Your child starts the day in the opposite morning lang - 
  uage. 

 

Tues. Apr. 22 4th grade field trip to the Portland Audubon Society 

  Mad Science “Crazy Chemworks” for students in gr. K-5 at 2:30-3:30 pm  

  Oya No Kai Board meeting at 6:45-9:00 PM at Richmond 

 

Fri. Apr. 25 Spring for the Arts Run!  PreK-gr. 2 at 9:30 AM and gr. 3-5 at 1:00 PM 

 

RICHMOND JAPANESE IMMERSION 

Richmond office hours are  

7:30 AM—4:00 PM 

To reach Patsy Burke,  Secretary: 

503-916-6220 

pburke1@pps.k12.or.us 

To reach Kathryn Anderson, Richmond 
Principal: 

503-916-6220 

503-329-1681 (cell) 

keanders@pps.k12.or.us 

 

 
Portland Public Schools 
Japanese Magnet Program 

Please Check Richmond’s Lost & Found! 

 
Have you been wondering where to find 
your child’s missing sweater, hat, jacket, 
sweatshirt, or cardigan?  If so, please 
take a peek at the two racks of clothing 
in Richmond’s Lost & Found.  It’s lo-
cated in the cafeteria, right next to the 
doors connecting the walkway to/from 
the main building.  All unclaimed items 
at the end of each month are boxed and 
sent to the PTA Clothes Closet, per the 
information in the Richmond Parent 
Handbook.   


