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Richmond Foundation  
Results 

Ganbari mattaku! 
Let’s persevere altogether! 

TOTAL DONATION 
$ 0 4 6 7 5 2 



Introducing the  

Intern Class of 2008-09 

Naoko Iwasaki 
Grade/Class:  1st grade with  Mishina-sensei 

Teacher Training:  Kobe Shinwa Women’s 
University; BS  in psychology with certification 
to teach Japanese language 

Hometown:  Kobe, Japan 

Professional Goal:  to be a teacher of Japa-
nese language in her hometown of Kobe 

Hobbies & Interests:  walking, hiking, travel, 
sports of all kinds, photography and painting 
with watercolor 

Landon Arisu 
Grade/Class:  1st grade with  Uchida-sensei 

Teacher Training:  Sapporo International 
University; BS  in elementary education 

Hometown:  Sapporo, Japan 

Professional Goal:  to be an elementary class-
room teacher of Japanese 

Hobbies & Interests:  cooking, baking, travel, 
playing the piano and tennis 

Prior Portland Visit:  spent six weeks in Port-
land in 2006 

Special Note:  The next three pages give you a glimpse of the new Richmond interns for pre-school through grade 3.  
Currently, grades 4-5 do not have full-time interns, but this will change as early as next week.  Here’s how: 

• The intern at Grant High School will spend one-half of each day at Richmond and eliminate her support for Grant’s 
beginner’s Japanese course which serves the general school population, not JMP students.  This change will begin in 
the next few weeks. 

• Kindergarten interns will move to grades 4-5 in September when new bilingual aides are hired to serve kindergarten. 



Fumi Kodama 
Grade/Class:  PreK  

Teacher Training:  Kobe Shinwa Women’s Univer-
sity; BS and MS  in education 

Hometown:  Okayama City, Japan 

Professional Goal:  to be a an elementary classroom 
teacher and improve her understanding of immersion 
education 

Hobbies & Interests:  basketball and dance 

Maiko Handa 
Grade/Class:  PreK  

Teacher Training:  Tokyo Seitoku College; BS  in pre-school 
and kindergarten education 

Hometown:  Saitama City, Japan 

Professional Goal:  to be a an early childhood classroom 
teacher and improve her understanding of immersion education 

Hobbies & Interests:  play the piano and flute, origami paper 
folding 

Miyuki Sano 
Grade/Class:  3rd grade with Hirahara-sensei 

Teacher Training:  BS  in education from Miyagi Univer-
sity 

Hometown:  Miyagi, Japan 

Professional Goal:  to be a an elementary classroom 
teacher of English language 

Hobbies & Interests:  international travel, study of English 



Aya Yamanouchi 
Grade/Class:  2nd grade with Mogi-sensei 

Teacher Training:  Reitsumeikan 

Hometown:  Kyoto, Japan 

Professional Goal:  to be a an elementary classroom teacher of English 
and Japanese  

Hobbies & Interests:  play the piano, calligraphy and travel throughout 
the world 

Mika Ido 
Grade/Class:  Kindergarten with Yoshida-sensei 

Teacher Training:  Kobe Shinwa Women’s University 

Hometown:  Kobe, Japan 

Professional Goal:  to be a an elementary classroom teacher of English 
and Japanese  

Hobbies & Interests:  cooking and going to the movies 

Sayo Kondo 
Grade/Class:  Kindergarten with Amy-sensei 

Teacher Training:  Bunkyo University 

Hometown:  Kyoto, Japan 

Professional Goal:  to be a an elementary classroom teacher of Eng-
lish and Japanese  

Hobbies & Interests:  dance, volleyball, swimming, reading books 
and seeing movies 



To honor and pay tribute to Oregon Nisei Veterans, Motoya Nakamura, a photographer for The Oregonian, created five 
special portraits of 442nd RCT veterans John Murakami, Roy Maeda, Joe Onchi, Art Iwasaki, and Kazuo Fujii for the 
article "Fighting Prejudice on Two Fronts" (Living, Sunday, November 7, 2004). Please join us for an exhibition of these 
important and artistic photographs. Motoya’s vision and masterful technique created memorable works of art that honor 
and pay respect to these, and all, of Oregon’s Nisei veterans. Accompanying the exhibit will be special artifacts from the 
Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center collection. 

The 442nd Regimental Combat Team of the U.S. Army served with distinction during World War Two. A Japanese 
American unit, the 442nd RCT was the most heavily decorated unit for its size and length of service in U.S. military his-
tory. Soldiers enlisted or were drafted, many from internment camps, and served their country with distinction, many 
fighting in heavy combat in the European theater while their families were incarcerated in the United States. Members of 
the 442nd were liberators at Dachau concentration camp in Germany. Members of the MIS, the Military Intelligence 
Service, served in the Pacific theater as translators and interrogators. The Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center is proud to 
honor and celebrate the contributions and service of all of the Oregon Nisei Veterans who served their country with 
honor and extraordinary bravery. 

"The motto of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team was 'go for broke.' It’s a gambling term that means risking every-
thing on one great effort to win big. The soldiers of the 442nd needed to win big. 
They were Nisei - American-born sons of Japanese immigrants. They fought two 
wars: the Germans in Europe and the prejudice in America... 

"The 442nd Regimental Combat Team was the most decorated unit for its size and 
length of service, in the entire history of the U.S. Military. The 4,000 men who 
initially came in April 1943 had to be replaced nearly 3.5 times. In total, about 
14,000 men served, ultimately earning 9,486 Purple Hearts, 21 Medals of Honor 
and an unprecedented eight Presidential Unit Citations." 

Photos: John Murakami, Roy Maeda, © Motoya Nakamura/The Oregonian 
  

About the artist:  Motoya Nakamura was born in Nagoya, Japan, and came to the United States two decades ago after 
falling in love with J.D. Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye. He saved money by teaching windsurfing ("because I do not have 
to wear a tie") and enrolled in the School of Journalism at the University of Missouri where he studied documentary 
photography. He has been working as a newspaper photographer ever since: "Working for newspapers gave me tickets to 
unknown worlds everyday." 

In 2000, Motoya joined the staff at The Oregonian, and lives in Portland with his wife and two sons. The article pro-
duced in 2004: "Fighting Prejudice on Two Fronts" published his photographs of Oregon Nisei veterans: 

"I, as a new wave of Issei, started this project to document and know the Japanese-American history in the first hand. 
The complexity of the Japanese-American history during WWII overwhelmed me to the point when I could not take it 
sometimes but people's courage to face it touched me tremendously at the same time. Most of the Japanese-American 
WWII veterans belonged to the US Army 442nd Regimental Combat Team that were widely acknowledged to be the US 
Military's most decorated unit for its size and length of service. I believe that my duty as an Issei photographer is to re-
cord and honor their courage in the most difficult time in Japanese-American history for the future generation." 
– Motoya Nakamura 

 
Exhibit hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 11 am to 3 pm, Sundays noon to 3 pm. Admission is $3 (free for Friends of the Leg-
acy Center). 

Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center 
121 NW 2nd Avenue 
Portland, OR 97209  

Photography exhibit by M. Nakamura, Richmond parent,  on 
display at the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center May 9– Aug. 31 



 



News from Richmond’s  
Parent Teacher Association 

 

Kristina Kallen Kim Tanada   Mika Obara    Sonciray Bonnell           Yoko Sato  

       President    Vice President     Treasurer          Secretary        Special Events 

 

School Board/District Communication 
We still have no word from our school district response letter sent last Friday, May 2.  As soon as we receive a response, 
we will notify you.  Thanks for your continued support! 
 

 

Healthy Meals Committee/Recyclable Cafeteria Trays 

With all the events, activities, and district involvement at Richmond, our Healthy Meals Committee has been at a stand 
still for a few months and we would like to reenergize this committee.  Fortunately, Julie Gefroh, first grade parent, has 
been working with AmeriCorps volunteer, Cassidy Sullivan, to get Richmond involved in a pilot program for recyclable 
cafeteria trays beginning in the fall.  We really appreciate Julie’s followthrough and dedication to making Richmond 
move toward becoming a green school.  Thanks Julie and all the members of the Healthy Meals Committee for hanging 
in there during our lull. 
 

 

PTA Secretary Position Open/Assistant Treasurer Filled  
Our PTA board met on Tuesday night and our faithful, dedicated secretary, Sonciray Bonnell, has decided to run for 
Vice President.  That leaves the position of secretary open.  If you are interested in this position, please contact Kristina 
Kallen at kmk456@comcast.net.  Also, first-grade parent Michelle Fusak has offered to run for Assistant Treasurer.  Mi-
chelle and Mika will be great partners and we are so excited to have her join the team! 



 





 

 

 

• Portland Public Schools recognizes the diver-
sity and worth of all individuals and groups 
and their roles in society.  All individuals and 
groups shall be treated with fairness in all 
activities, programs and operations, without 
regard to age, color, creed, disability, marital 
status, national origin, race, religion, sex or 
sexual orientation. 

Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P 

CALENDAR FOR MAY 9– JUNE 10, 2008 

   

Sat. May 10 Asia Fest at the Oregon Convention Center, 9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

 

Sun. May 11 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!! 

 

Mon. May 12 4th grade field trip to Champoeg State Park, 8:45 AM-1:45 PM 

  Scrip order day  

 

Wed. May 14 Practice for the Rose Parade, 2:15-3:15 PM 

 

Fri. May 16 Scrip pick-up day 

 

Wed. May 21 Practice for the Rose Parade, 2:15-3:15 PM 

 

Thurs. May 22 Safety Patrol Picnic at Oaks Park 

  TAG parent meeting at PPS Central Office (501 N. Dixon)  at 7-8:30 PM, 
  Topic:  TAG 101 for New Parents 

 

May 24-26 Camp Westwind—Family Retreat sponsored by Oya No Kai 

 

Tues. May 27 Oya No Kai Board meeting at 6:45-9:00 PM at Mt. Tabor 

 

Wed. May 28 Practice for the Rose Parade, 2:15-3:15 PM 

 

Sat. May 31 Spring Festival at Richmond 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 

Mon. June 2 Scrip order day 

 

Wed. June 4 Junior Rose Festival Parade—Richmond walkers at gathering spot by  
  12:45 PM (see details on previous page in this issue of the Shinbun) 

 

Thurs. June 5 Art Night & Taiko Concert by Richmond 5th graders at 6:30-8:00 PM 

 

Fri. June 6 Scrip pick-up day 

 

Mon. June 9 FIELD DAY!!! 

 

Tues. June 10 LAST day of school for 2007-08 

 

 

 

 

RICHMOND JAPANESE IMMERSION 

Richmond office hours are  

7:30 AM—4:00 PM 

To reach Patsy Burke,  Secretary: 

503-916-6220 

pburke1@pps.k12.or.us 

To reach Kathryn Anderson, Richmond 
Principal: 

503-916-6220 

503-329-1681 (cell) 

keanders@pps.k12.or.us 

 

 
Portland Public Schools 
Japanese Magnet Program 


