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May 16, 2008 

www.richmondjmp.org 



Richmond Foundation Results 

TOTAL DONATION 
$ 0 5 1 3 6 8 

DONATIONS BY GRADE
Percent of each class donating as of May 2nd

…last year 50% of families in the school donated…you can do even more this year!
….last year some classes reached over 75% of parents donating…you can get there again!
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…you have until June 10th to donate…but don't  w ait , please donate now !

…w e only need 39 more families to donate to reach our goal and fully fund all four 4/ 5th 
grade teachers and prevent  mixed classes in 4/ 5th grades!

…and if  135 more families donate above that , w e can fund a part-t ime art  teacher...seriously! 
Together w e can do it !





Pictures of our Garden 
Installation  

Dave Barman, Richmond parent, and Joshua Zeller, Richmond 5th grade 
teacher, get to work on the fence around the garden.  The garden installation 
took place over two weekend work sessions:  April 26-27 and May 3-4.   

 

Friday work sessions, starting right after school at 2:30 PM,  have been set up 
through the end of the school year.  Bring your kids, green thumb, and garden 
tools for a great time in our new hands-on learning center! 



Kirsten Bacon-Brennes (pictured below in vest and lavender shirt) managed to get a 
great crew of volunteers together for each weekend work session.  Here’s just a few of 
the dedicated Richmond parents working overtime on the garden pathways and bed-
ding sections.   

 

Also check out the article in The Oregonian about Richmond’s THREE gardens!  
This glowing article, written by Joe Fitzgibbon, was published in the Thursday, May 
15th issue insert of “In Portland”.  Here’s the link:   portland@news.oregonian.com  
  



To honor and pay tribute to Oregon Nisei Veterans, Motoya Nakamura, a photographer for The Oregonian, created five 
special portraits of 442nd RCT veterans John Murakami, Roy Maeda, Joe Onchi, Art Iwasaki, and Kazuo Fujii for the 
article "Fighting Prejudice on Two Fronts" (Living, Sunday, November 7, 2004). Please join us for an exhibition of these 
important and artistic photographs. Motoya’s vision and masterful technique created memorable works of art that honor 
and pay respect to these, and all, of Oregon’s Nisei veterans. Accompanying the exhibit will be special artifacts from the 
Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center collection. 

The 442nd Regimental Combat Team of the U.S. Army served with distinction during World War Two. A Japanese 
American unit, the 442nd RCT was the most heavily decorated unit for its size and length of service in U.S. military his-
tory. Soldiers enlisted or were drafted, many from internment camps, and served their country with distinction, many 
fighting in heavy combat in the European theater while their families were incarcerated in the United States. Members of 
the 442nd were liberators at Dachau concentration camp in Germany. Members of the MIS, the Military Intelligence 
Service, served in the Pacific theater as translators and interrogators. The Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center is proud to 
honor and celebrate the contributions and service of all of the Oregon Nisei Veterans who served their country with 
honor and extraordinary bravery. 

"The motto of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team was 'go for broke.' It’s a gambling term that means risking every-
thing on one great effort to win big. The soldiers of the 442nd needed to win big. 
They were Nisei - American-born sons of Japanese immigrants. They fought two 
wars: the Germans in Europe and the prejudice in America... 

"The 442nd Regimental Combat Team was the most decorated unit for its size and 
length of service, in the entire history of the U.S. Military. The 4,000 men who 
initially came in April 1943 had to be replaced nearly 3.5 times. In total, about 
14,000 men served, ultimately earning 9,486 Purple Hearts, 21 Medals of Honor 
and an unprecedented eight Presidential Unit Citations." 

Photos: John Murakami, Roy Maeda, © Motoya Nakamura/The Oregonian 
  

About the artist:  Motoya Nakamura was born in Nagoya, Japan, and came to the United States two decades ago after 
falling in love with J.D. Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye. He saved money by teaching windsurfing ("because I do not have 
to wear a tie") and enrolled in the School of Journalism at the University of Missouri where he studied documentary 
photography. He has been working as a newspaper photographer ever since: "Working for newspapers gave me tickets to 
unknown worlds everyday." 

In 2000, Motoya joined the staff at The Oregonian, and lives in Portland with his wife and two sons. The article pro-
duced in 2004: "Fighting Prejudice on Two Fronts" published his photographs of Oregon Nisei veterans: 

"I, as a new wave of Issei, started this project to document and know the Japanese-American history in the first hand. 
The complexity of the Japanese-American history during WWII overwhelmed me to the point when I could not take it 
sometimes but people's courage to face it touched me tremendously at the same time. Most of the Japanese-American 
WWII veterans belonged to the US Army 442nd Regimental Combat Team that were widely acknowledged to be the US 
Military's most decorated unit for its size and length of service. I believe that my duty as an Issei photographer is to re-
cord and honor their courage in the most difficult time in Japanese-American history for the future generation." 
– Motoya Nakamura 

 
Exhibit hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 11 am to 3 pm, Sundays noon to 3 pm. Admission is $3 (free for Friends of the Leg-
acy Center). 

Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center 
121 NW 2nd Avenue 
Portland, OR 97209  

Photography exhibit by M. Nakamura, Richmond parent,  on 
display at the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center May 9– Aug. 31 



 





News from Richmond’s  
Parent Teacher Association 

 

Kristina Kallen Kim Tanada   Mika Obara    Sonciray Bonnell           Yoko Sato  

       President    Vice President     Treasurer          Secretary        Special Events 

 

School Board/District Communication: Yesterday, May 15 was the day the PPS school board 
was to present the Multnomah County Tax Commission their proposed budget.  As of late Thursday night (5/15), we still have no word 
from the school district.  We are strategizing moving forward and if you would like to give you input, please feel free to contact Kristina 
Kallen at kmk456@comcast.net. 

 

 

General PTA/ONK Meeting June 5!!! With the year coming to a close, we have many fun and exciting 
things on our PTA horizon and we would like you to be a part of it.  Come to the June 5th meeting from 6:30 to 7:10 in the cafeteria for Oya 
No Kai’s general election and meet the new interns.  Then from 7:10 to 8:30 there will be a reception of gratitude for all of the Richmond’s 
many volunteers as well as special recognition for our fabulous Grandparents Brigade.  Light refreshments will be served.  PTA general 
elections will be held this evening as well (see article below for exciting news), and the evening will round out with the third through fifth 
grade students performing taiko drumming!  Please bring the family and enjoy a night of celebrating our great community!!! 

 

 

PTA Elections Create Excitement: We are pleased to announce that Jeanne Kaliszewski has decided to run 
for PTA President and we have a wonderful candidate as a possibility for secretary!  Kim Tanada and Sonciray Bonnell will run for co-vice 
presidents, and Michelle Fusak will run for assistant treasurer.  On the ballot you will also see Mika Obara who will stay on as treasurer and 
Yoko Sato who will remain the Special Events Chair.  Next year’s board promises to be warm, friendly, fun, and very effective so please 
cast your vote for excitement on June 5th at the general PTA meeting from 7:10 to 8:30 in the cafeteria. 

 

 

Keepsake Auction at Spring Festival!!! Our Spring Festival is only a few weeks away and things are 
really starting to come together!  We have a quilt being made by Dana Frison for the second grade class, an Adirondack chair with chil-
dren’s art work for the fourth grade class, glass earrings and sushi plates being donated by glass artists and many more gorgeous items fo-
cusing on children’s artwork.  ALL proceeds from the Keepsake Auction will be donated to the Foundation for the fourth/fifth grade 
teacher.  All the donated/created items will be available for viewing the week prior to the auction and due to requests we are going to begin 
prebidding a few days prior to the Spring Festival.  Watch your e-mail for further details.  A special thank you to all the parents who are 
making this auction a reality by donating your time, talent, and your marvelous treasures to this worthwhile cause!!! 

 

 

Spring for the Arts Donations Set a Record for Richmond ! The results are in 
and the grand total is astounding.  Richmond students and their donors raised $18,538.60 for art experiences in 2008-09!  That’s 
$6,038.60 MORE than the $12,500 we raised last year.  Thank you to all our donors and dedicated groups of volunteers that made this won-
derful event possible.   



 





 

 

 

• Portland Public Schools recognizes the diver-
sity and worth of all individuals and groups 
and their roles in society.  All individuals and 
groups shall be treated with fairness in all 
activities, programs and operations, without 
regard to age, color, creed, disability, marital 
status, national origin, race, religion, sex or 
sexual orientation. 

Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P 

CALENDAR FOR MAY 16– JUNE 10, 2008 

   

Sat. May 10 Asia Fest at the Oregon Convention Center, 9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

 

Fri. May 16 Scrip pick-up day 

 

Wed. May 21 Practice for the Rose Parade, 2:15-3:15 PM 

 

Thurs. May 22 Safety Patrol Picnic at Oaks Park 

  TAG parent meeting at PPS Central Office (501 N. Dixon)  at 7-8:30 PM, 
  Topic:  TAG 101 for New Parents 

 

May 24-26 Camp Westwind—Family Retreat sponsored by Oya No Kai 

 

Tues. May 27 Oya No Kai Board meeting at 6:45-9:00 PM at Mt. Tabor 

 

Wed. May 28 Practice for the Rose Parade, 2:15-3:15 PM 

 

Sat. May 31 Spring Festival at Richmond 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 

Mon. June 2 Scrip order day 

 

Wed. June 4 Junior Rose Festival Parade—Richmond walkers at gathering spot by  
  12:45 PM (see details on previous page in this issue of the Shinbun) 

 

Thurs. June 5 PTA General Membership Mtg. and Taiko Concert by Richmond 
  3rd, 4th & 5th graders at 6:30-8:00 PM;  This special evening event 
  will give us a chance to recognize a number of special Richmond volun 
  teers, hold elections for PTA officers, and celebrate the taiko musical skills 
  of our intermediate students.  Please mark you calendar for this wonderful 
  evening. 

 

Fri. June 6 Scrip pick-up day 

 

Mon. June 9 FIELD DAY!!! 

 

Tues. June 10 LAST day of school for 2007-08 

 

Fri. June 13 Report cards mailed home along  with a letter announcing  your child’s  
  class assignment for 2008-09 

 

RICHMOND JAPANESE IMMERSION 

Richmond office hours are  

7:30 AM—4:00 PM 

To reach Patsy Burke,  Secretary: 

503-916-6220 

pburke1@pps.k12.or.us 

To reach Kathryn Anderson, Richmond 
Principal: 

503-916-6220 

503-329-1681 (cell) 

keanders@pps.k12.or.us 

  
Portland Public Schools 
Japanese Magnet Program 

Check out the article in The Oregonian about Richmond’s THREE 


