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May 23, 2008 

www.richmondjmp.org 



Richmond Foundation Results 

TOTAL DONATION 
$ 0 5 4 7 2 0 

DONATIONS BY GRADE
Percent of each class donating as of May 2nd

…last year 50% of families in the school donated…you can do even more this year!
….last year some classes reached over 75% of parents donating…you can get there again!
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…you have until June 10th to donate…but don't  w ait , please donate now !

…w e only need 39 more families to donate to reach our goal and fully fund all four 4/ 5th 
grade teachers and prevent mixed classes in 4/ 5th grades!

…and if  135 more families donate above that , w e can fund a part -t ime art  teacher...seriously! 
Together w e can do it !





Pictures of our Garden 
Installation  

Dave Barman, Richmond parent, and Joshua Zeller, Richmond 5th grade 
teacher, get to work on the fence around the garden.  The garden installation 
took place over two weekend work sessions:  April 26-27 and May 3-4.   

 

Friday work sessions, starting right after school at 2:30 PM,  have been set up 
through the end of the school year.  Bring your kids, green thumb, and garden 
tools for a great time in our new hands-on learning center! 



Kirsten Bacon-Brennes (pictured below in vest and lavender shirt) managed to get a 
great crew of volunteers together for each weekend work session.  Here’s just a few of 
the dedicated Richmond parents working overtime on the garden pathways and bed-
ding sections.   

 

Also check out the article in The Oregonian about Richmond’s THREE gardens!  
This glowing article, written by Joe Fitzgibbon, was published in the Thursday, May 
15th issue insert of “In Portland”.  Here’s the link:   portland@news.oregonian.com  
  



We LOVE art! 
Check out the latest pictures from the in-
stallation of our new mural on the west, 
outside wall of the cafeteria building, near 
the entrance to the parking lot on SE 41st. 

Meet Takata-sensei, our very 
talented artist in residence!  Her 
time at Richmond has been made 
possible with your donations to 

our Spring for the Arts event.  
Thank you! 



Update on the Installation of our Mosaic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revised Schedule:  Lynn Takata will stay at Richmond until Friday, May 30th to 
finish the installation of the mural.  We have three choices  for  volunteer times:   
8:15-11:00 AM, 11:20-2:00 PM or 6:00-8:00 PM 

 

Grout Training:  Takata-sensei will do grout training with parents, interns and 
staff at 8:15 and Noon on Friday, May 30th.  Please come! 

 

We will grout the mural the following week:  Monday and Tuesday, June 2nd & 
3rd and Thursday and Friday, June 5th & 6th.   

 

Helpers needed for the next two weeks!  You do NOT need to work from the 
scaffolding if you’re not comfortable doing this.  We have lots of work at 
ground-level, too! (See the picture on the previous page with the salmon and 
rocks.)   Tuesday, May 27 – Friday, June 6th 

 

Questions?  Please call or email Ritsuko Fujiwara at: 

503-916-6220 

ohisamakaipdx@yahoo.com 



Satoko Moran, 
Richmond parent 
of Daniel in 4th 
grade, and 
Ritsuko  

Fujiwara, our 
Cultural Arts 
Specialist and 
Richmond parent 
of Kazuma in 3rd 
grade, pause to 
wave between 
mural patterns. 

One of the forest animals for the mural that 
was created by students in the 2nd grade  
(minus one leg still in the kiln). 



Amy Osaki, Richmond 
parent, perches on the top 
level of our scaffolding 
during a break from add-
ing mosaic pieces to our 
mural.   

Adelyn Fuji-
wara, student 
at Mt. Tabor, 
and Kazuku 
Curtis, Rich-
mond parent, 
work on the in-
stallation of the 
stream.   



 





News from Richmond’s  
Parent Teacher Association 

 

Kristina Kallen Kim Tanada   Mika Obara    Sonciray Bonnell           Yoko Sato  

       President    Vice President     Treasurer          Secretary        Special Events 

 

Scholastic Book Fair is Almost Here: Spring Scholastic Book Fair is coming June 2-6. We'll be 
open from 7:45-8:30 a.m. and 2:00-2:45 p.m. Monday through Friday. Stop by and stock up on reading material, birthday gifts, and 
omiyage for the summer. New this year is a Spring Family Night. Shop at the Book Fair on Thursday, June 5 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
and listen to stories read by Richmond "Guest Readers." Come see the exciting selection of new books and earn money for literacy 
materials for our school! If you are interested in volunteering to staff the book fair or be a "Guest Reader," please contact Michelle 
Fusak, michellefusak@yahoo.com or Sara Tam, saratam@juno.com. 

 

General PTA/ONK Meeting June 5!!! With the year coming to a close, we have many fun and excit-
ing things on our PTA horizon and we would like you to be a part of it.  Come to the June 5th meeting from 6:30 to 7:10 in the cafete-
ria for Oya No Kai’s general election and meet the new interns.  Then from 7:10 to 8:30 there will be a reception of gratitude for all 
of Richmond’s many volunteers as well as special recognition for our fabulous Grandparents Brigade.  Light refreshments will be 
served.  PTA general elections will be held this evening as well (see article below for exciting news), and the evening will round out 
with the third through fifth grade students performing taiko drumming!  Please bring the family and enjoy a night of celebrating our 
great community!!! 

 

PTA Elections Create Excitement: We are pleased to announce that Jeanne Kaliszewski has decided to 
run for PTA President and we have a wonderful candidate as a possibility for secretary!  Kim Tanada and Sonciray Bonnell will run 
for co-vice presidents, and Michelle Fusak will run for assistant treasurer.  On the ballot you will also see Mika Obara who will stay 
on as treasurer and Yoko Sato who will remain the Special Events Chair.  Next year’s board promises to be warm, friendly, fun, and 
very effective so please cast your vote for excitement on June 5th at the general PTA meeting from 7:10 to 8:30 in the cafeteria.   

 

Keepsake Auction at Spring Festival!!! Our Spring Festival is only a week away and we have 
some gorgeous items ready for viewing in the display case across from the office.  We have a decorated antique table, painted toy 
boxes, a mosaic with children’s photos, three quilts, framed artwork, an Adirondack chair with darumas, children’s glass art, a glass 
necklace, sushi plates, glass dragons, a foot spa wine/cheese party, and many more spectacular items focusing on children’s artwork.  
ALL proceeds from the Keepsake Auction will be donated to the Foundation for the fourth/fifth grade teacher, and we would love to 
raise $10,000!!!  We will begin prebidding on the items the Thursday prior to the auction (May 29) so swing by the front hall early 
next week and see what our dedicated Richmond Community has donated/created for our children’s benefit.  A special thank you to 
all the parents and community members who are making this auction a reality by donating your time, talent, and your marvelous 
treasures to this worthwhile cause!!! 

 

Calling All Dads For 30 Minutes!!! Two of the kids’ favorite things at the Spring Festival are the 
inflatable bounce house and the obstacle course.  While both of these are great fun for the children, they require close supervision by 
persons who can find that healthy balance between allowing kids to have fun while maintaining safety.  Dads, this is where you 
come in!!!  We are looking for 24 dads to work at these amusement activities for one 30-minute shift (two inflatable attractions at a 
six-hour function for 30-minute shifts equals 24 dads).  If you are able to volunteer 30 minutes of your time, please e-mail games 
coordinator, Denise Nontavarnit, at ocean3kai@yahoo.com.  Thanks so much for all you do at Richmond and we look forward to 
seeing you there (with your kind but firm faces on)! 



 





 

 

 

• Portland Public Schools recognizes the diver-
sity and worth of all individuals and groups 
and their roles in society.  All individuals and 
groups shall be treated with fairness in all 
activities, programs and operations, without 
regard to age, color, creed, disability, marital 
status, national origin, race, religion, sex or 
sexual orientation. 

Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P 

CALENDAR FOR MAY 23 – JUNE 10, 2008 

   

May 24-26 Camp Westwind—Family Retreat sponsored by Oya No Kai 

 

Tues. May 27 Oya No Kai Board meeting at 6:45-9:00 PM at Mt. Tabor 

 

Wed. May 28 Practice for the Rose Parade, 2:15-3:15 PM 

 

Thurs. May 29 Richmond Foundation meeting at 6:30 PM in the staff room 

 

Sat. May 31 Spring Festival at Richmond 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 

Mon. June 2 Scrip order day 

 

Wed. June 4 Junior Rose Festival Parade—Richmond walkers at gathering spot by  
  12:45 PM (see details on previous page in this issue of the Shinbun) 

 

Thurs. June 5 PTA General Membership Mtg. and Taiko Concert by Richmond 
  3rd, 4th & 5th graders at 6:30-8:00 PM;  This special evening event 
  will give us a chance to recognize a number of special Richmond volun 
  teers, hold elections for PTA officers, and celebrate the taiko musical skills 
  of our intermediate students.  Please mark you calendar for this wonderful 
  evening. 

 

Fri. June 6 Scrip pick-up day 

 

Mon. June 9 FIELD DAY!!! 

 

Tues. June 10 LAST day of school for 2007-08 

 

Fri. June 13 Report cards mailed home along  with a letter announcing  your child’s  
  class assignment for 2008-09 

 

 

RICHMOND JAPANESE IMMERSION 

Richmond office hours are  

7:30 AM—4:00 PM 

To reach Patsy Burke,  Secretary: 

503-916-6220 

pburke1@pps.k12.or.us 

To reach Kathryn Anderson, Richmond 
Principal: 

503-916-6220 

503-329-1681 (cell) 

keanders@pps.k12.or.us 

 

 
Portland Public Schools 
Japanese Magnet Program 

PLEASE CHECK THE LOST-AND-FOUND!!!  

 

Richmond’s lost-and-found is overflowing with coats, sweaters, 
fleece jackets and pullovers, sweatshirts, and t-shirts.  We have so 
many abandoned articles of clothing on the racks in the cafeteria 
that we could easily dress an entire school.  Please help us  match 
the items  with the owner! 

 

Unclaimed items will be sent to the PTA Clothes Closet after the 
last day of the school year.   


