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October 25, 2007 

www.richmondjmp.org 

A Letter from the Leaders of Portland 
Public Schools’ Board of Education 

Dear Richmond Families, 
 
As property tax bills arrive in mailboxes across our school district, we just wanted 
to say thank you, on behalf of our more than 46,000 students.  
 
Thank you for your overwhelming support just a year ago for our local option 
property tax, approved with 63 percent of the vote.  
 
The local option measure gives our schools five years of stable funding, and has 
been put to work, doing just what was promised: 
 
We have maintained teaching jobs across our schools. In fact, this was the first 
year in more than a decade that Portland Public Schools did not face major cuts.  
 
We have started to add back art, music, drama, dance and PE, and hope that we 
can continue to build back the enrichment programs our students deserve.  
 
As promised, we are investing millions in new classroom materials our students 
and teachers use every day: textbooks, lab materials, maps, novels and much 
more. 
 
Finally, the Citizen Budget Review Committee is providing citizen oversight and 
on-going accountability for the local option funding. The citizen committee will 
review all budgets and scrutinize spending to make sure every dollar is spent as 
voters intended. 
 
The local option is a critical investment in our schools and our students. Thank 
you for your support for students in your neighborhood and in every neighbor-
hood across our school district.  
 
Dan Ryan and Dilafruz Williams 
On behalf of the Portland School Board 

No School? Here's a Kid Project! 
 
Richmond is making children's art note cards as a fundraiser for Richmond School Foun-
dation and PTA this holiday season. We need kids' art!  Submissions should be: 
 
 
9" x 12" or smaller 
2 dimensional 
Color or B & W 
On a theme of general interest (Japanese culture is always great!) or abstract 
On the back, please write child's name, age, grade, and the title of the piece. 
 
Deadline is October 31!  We need art from Pre-K through grade five!  There is a collection 
box in the office. Artwork will be returned.  We also need adult helpers! Contact Katie 
Whitney Luers at luersk@nwrel.org. 
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2nd Grade—In the Japanese class we just started our 
weekly homework today.  Please make sure to check the packet 
your child brought home today along with the letter explaining 
about our homework.  Yesterday 2nd graders enjoyed an art 
project with the lead of Ohmori Sensei.  In the opening part of 
the day many of the students have started sharing their short 
Japanese sentences with the class orally. 
 

Mrs. Naylor & Mogi-sensei 

5th Grade 
 
Students are getting ready to practice their Japanese family presentation at home.  It will be a fun project.  Presentations are 
scheduled on the third week of November.  Please see more information that sent home with homework today.  We are continuing 
with math, containers and cubes.  We designed a box that can fill four different types of packages.  Students did a great job work-
ing together in a pair to finish the assignment.  We even worked on a challenge question! 
 
Students have started the Variables unit in science and are working on their first experiment that has to do with pendulums.  They 
are testing different variables that will change the rate of a pendulum's swing.  In math, students are solving multiplication prob-
lems using clusters of simpler problems to help them out.   In reading, compare and contrast has been the reading strategy and we 
are typing our personal narratives into a memoir on the computers. 
 

Mr. Zeller and Fukushima-sensei  

4th Grade—The 4th graders have read about how and 
when to use Katakana in Japanese writing, which is one of our 
three writing systems. They read non-fiction science text for our 
this-week reading homework. The students are supposed to 
teach you many interesting facts about fall insects, which make 
sounds. In case they find some words they don't understand, 
they must ask me or Abe sensei as soon as possible. All the stu-
dents MUST comprehend what they are reading. Reading is 
NOT decoding. 
 
We went through the writing process (webbing for ideas, a 
rough draft, a final copy), and completed on-demand narrative 
writing last week. All the students worked hard and made good 
progress in writing. We are working on Halloween poems and 
art projects. You will soon hear them reciting their own poem.  
 
We are working on mental math computation (addition/ sub-
traction / multiplication) and problem solving in Japanese. 
Many are getting used to take apart numbers and put them to-
gether to solve problems. We will soon learn about symmetry 
figures in four quadrants. 

Ando-sensei & Mrs. Jacobson 

PreK—In Pre-k we have been working on many fine motor 
skills: cutting, fingerpaint, letter and numeral writing.  In math 
with have worked on patterns and played number games involv-
ing the number 3.  We've been learning about the story element 
of character.  We've sampled and tasted, as well as mixed and 
blended colors.  We've learned the Spider and the Fly Dance.  
We went to the Pumpkin Patch.  Please come to pumpkin carv-
ing on Sunday.  On Halloween we will have a parade and party. 
 

Jaina-sensei, Karin-sensei, Kamata-sensei  
& Karou-sensei 

3rd Grade 
 
The third graders have been very busy writing personal narra-
tives and multiplication story problems.  Our weekly Book Bud-
dies reading time with first graders, got off to a wonderful start 
this week. Third graders are now the 'big kids', and are learning 
a lot about being reading mentors.  
 
Another first for third graders, Student Council is starting soon. 
Elections for class representatives will be next week. Students 
began work on the first Book Talk Report of the year, an oral/
visual book report, due on November 16th. The fun and learning 
continues! 

 
Ms. Martin & Hirahara-sensei 

Kindergarten  
 
Kindergarten is working on the second unit in "Investigations", 
the PPS math curriculum.  It is a unit about patterns. We have 
been copying and extending patterns with the various math ma-
nipulatives. Making pattern placemats and patterns with instru-
ments has been really fun. Our students are real experts in pat-
terning. 
     
In the Japanese classrooms the students are working with 
"math menus".  The math menu is a way of doing independent 
work in math that allows each child to immerse themselves in 
math work, work at their own pace and encounter increasingly 
challenging problems. The patterns that they are making are 
amazing. 

Jill-sensei & Amy-sensei , Reiko-sensei & Kelly-sensei 

1st Grade—Thank you for coming to our Math Night. 
It was really nice to see our students and their families there. 
First grade went on an exciting Pumpkin Patch Field Trip. 
Japanese classes used pumpkins to graph and measure in math 
time, and we painted them in art time. First grade team is plan-
ning for a Halloween party for next week. 

 
Uchida-sensei & Karen Meier    

Brooke Murphy & Mishina-sensei 
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Apples are Coming!!!:  Don’t forget to come and help us unload apples this Friday, 10/26 in front of the 
school, as we have had a change in plans and will be unloading the apples into the volunteer room via the elevator.  I 
have the order forms ready and alphabetized so the process should go smoothly (or at least as smoothly as it can when 
unloading 7500 pounds of fruit)!  Thanks again to everyone for helping and see you at noon on Friday!!! 

 
Hand Trucks Needed:  If you have a hand truck that you can donate to aid us in unloading the apples, 
could you please bring it to Richmond Friday by noon so we may use it.  Please remember to put your name on it be-
cause this is a very valuable piece of equipment!   
 

No Macy’s Parade for Richmond:  We did not receive enough interest in marching in the 
Macy’s Christmas parade so it looks like the talented families of Richmond will not be in the parade this year, but 
there’s always next year!! 
 

U-Cut Christmas Tree/Bake Sale:  The Reid family has generously offered their Christmas tree 
farm and barn for another annual PTA Christmas tree/bake sale in Beavercreek on Saturday, December 8.  Each year 
the Reid family has donated nearly all of the money made from the sale to Richmond, only keeping enough to cover 
the costs of the maintaining and pruning the trees.  All other funds go directly to our school so put this fun, family 
holiday event on your December calendar.   

 

News from Richmond’s  
Parent Teacher Association 

 
Kristina Kallen        Kim Tanada               Mika Obara                Sonciray Bonnell             Yoko Sato  
President                      Vice President               Treasurer                      Secretary                             Special Events 
                                                                                                                                                                         Chairperson 

Richmond Elementary 



FREE ADMISSION TO THE GARDEN WITH CAN 
CONTRIBUTION TO OREGON FOOD BANK 

 
The Portland Japanese Garden will be hosting their  second annual Free Admission Day on November 12 from 10am – 
4pm.  Sponsored by the PGE Foundation, this year's Free Admission Day at  the Garden will benefit the Oregon Food 
Bank (OFB). Visitors will  receive free admission to the Garden with the contribution of two non- perishable food items 
for the OFB. 
 
"PGE Foundation is so pleased to support this event at the Portland  Japanese Garden," commented PGE Foundation 
Chair Gwyneth Gamble  Booth. "We are glad to make the Garden accessible to the community  and to encourage dona-
tions to the Oregon Food Bank, which provides  critical support to those in our community who are hungry." 
 
All members of the community are invited to come and visit the Garden on this Free Day. Tours will be given at the top 
of every hour and there will be a special kimono exhibition in the Garden's Pavilion  which is also free of charge. 
 
"Last year's Free Admission Day was a big success, so we wanted to  make it a regular part of our annual event offer-
ings," stated Steve  Bloom, the Garden's Executive Director. "This year we decided to add  another element by asking 
the community to help a fellow non-profit,  the Oregon Food Bank. The PGE Foundation has generously agreed to 
sponsor this event in order to help us make the Garden accessible to  everyone on this special day."   
 
Visitors are encouraged to bring non-perishable items and are most in need of canned meats, canned and boxed meals, 
peanut butter, canned or dried beans and peas, pasta, rice, and cereal, canned fruits, and  100% fruit juice (canned, 
plastic, or boxed). 
 
The Portland Japanese Garden has been proclaimed by his Excellency  Nobuo Matsunaga, former Ambassador of Ja-
pan, to be "the most  beautiful and authentic Japanese garden in the world outside of  Japan." The Garden is above 
Washington Park at 611 SW Kingston Drive  in SW Portland, Oregon. The Garden is open daily except on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New Year's. Hours are 10am–4pm October 1– March 31, and 10am–7pm April 1–September 30. 

Pre-school teacher, Jaina-sensei and Richmond parent, Dave Hill, 
visit during math night.  Both are deeply committed to Richmond’s 
garden plan and have great ideas to keep our garden growing, as our 
PTA works to expand our fruit and veggie garden space on January 
21st, 2008.   

Michiko Inoue and Ritsuko Fujiwara enjoy some time together at 
Math Night.  They were two parents who were instrumental in orga-
nizing the Halloween costume exchange.   
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PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 
 

Help create a Future Facilities Plan  for 
your public schools 

 
Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2007 

 
You are invited to a work session to explore: 

What are 21st century schools? 
How should we - as a community - prioritize our invest-

ments, including the repair, renovation and/or replacement 
of our school facilities? 

WHAT: 
An interactive work session to guide decisions about current  

and future facility needs in the Portland Public Schools 
 

WHO: 
Parents, Students, Community, Educators 

                                                       
WHERE: 

Oregon Ballroom  
Oregon Convention Center 

777 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
                                                                      
                           Choose one of 2 sessions: 

8:30 -11:30 a.m.  
6:30- 9:30 p.m. 

 
 
 

Let us know you are coming by emailing to:  RSVP@pps.k12.or.us 
Or call 503-916-3325 

 
Childcare and Interpreters available (Spanish, Mandarin, Russian, Vietnamese) 



 
 

 
 

 
 

The Richmond Foundation is organizing a fundraising event once a month at local restaurants and other family 
friendly businesses. The first two have been very successful thanks to the generosity of the sponsors and the active 
participation of Richmond families!  Donations generated by these fundraisers go to the Richmond Foundation, the 
only parent organization at Richmond Elementary School that can fund extra teachers and staff at Richmond. 
  
The next restaurant fundraiser is scheduled for Pizzicato on Tuesday Nov. 6 at their new SE 60th and Division restau-
rant.  20% of the store’s total sales for the day (Lunch, Dinner and catering) will be donated to the Richmond Founda-
tion. In addition to pizza, a variety of appetizers, salads, panini sandwiches and beverages are also available. The 
menu appears on the next page and can be downloaded from the Richmond website at http://www.richmondjmp.
org/docs/pizzicatomenu.pdf  
  
So plan ahead as there are many ways to participate!  Consider dining in, calling ahead for take out, purchasing a gift 
card for use at any Pizzicato location, or buying a coupon book for savings on Pizzicato meals. Organize a group office 
lunch or invite your friends and family over for a game or movie night. Pizzicato¹s catering will deliver to a home or 
business for orders of $50 or more and called in at least 48-hrs in advance. 
  
Pizzicato gift cards are also available from Scrip, which can be used to pay for dine in and take out orders. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Jennifer Gregor at:  jgregor@egreen.wednet.edu or 503-704-5397. 







Richmond Foundation 2007-2008 Parent Pledge Drive 
リッチモンド小学校基金2007-2008新学年のための寄付金 

 
We are off to the earliest and best start even this year!  Thank you Richmond fami-
lies!  There are lots of reasons to donate to the Richmond Foundation…all of them 
add up to a better education for all our children.  Please keep those donations com-
ing.   

1.  You’ve chosen Richmond for your child because you value Japanese language learning and 
Japanese culture.   リッチモンドにおける健全なバイリンガル教育の明日は約束されていません。

あなたの、そして各家庭の援助なしでは。 

2. Portland Public Schools provides schools with enough funding to provide only a standard edu-
cation, not a specialized Japanese immersion program.  You are at Richmond because you want 
more than a standard education.   ご存知ですか  公立の学校としてのリッチモンド小学校は、

日本語―英語バイリンガル教育を行うための特別かつ十分な資金援助は受けておりません。他の

小学校と同様、平均的な教育のための、均等な予算しか支給されていません。  

3.  You want small class sizes for everyone, exceptional reading and writing skills for our children 
in two languages, enrichment activities including fulltime gym and library.  私たちの子供達はリッ

チモンドで平均以上の教育を受けているのです。そうでしょう！ 

For every family to benefit, every family must contribute.  We will sink or swim as a community.  

各家庭から一律 295 ドル。新学年を乗り切るため、是非とも。 

Please give $295 twice this year…once in the fall and once in the spring!   

Your donation is 100% tax deductible (equal to one month of kindergarten tuition). 

（幼稚園の子供達は、これと同じ金額を月謝として納めているのです！） 
============================================================================= 

For more information please contact any Foundation member: 

Maxine Bauer (grants) 

Andy Felcher (president)             

Erin Fisher 

Michelle Fusak              

Tim Gooding (treasurer) 

David Gregor 

Jennifer Gregor 

Jeff Hardy 

Jeanne Kaliszewski (vice-president) 

Katie Luers 

Douglas Peters 

Carrie Sherrill 

Tim Smith 

Angie Tomlinson 

Dawn Uchiyama  

Cathy Zaerr 



Richmond Foundation 2007-2008 Donation Form 
Your contribution is tax deductible.  Thank you! 

Name:  __________________________________             □  Check here is you wish to remain anonymous 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________   
Email address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Amount Pledged:   □ $295       □ Other $____________                   
Please check one:  □ Fall Donation   □ Spring Donation   □ Or Monthly Donation…if easier for you, divide  

the amount you want to give over the year and split it into monthly payments. 
 

Donation by (please appropriate box): 

□ CHECK: My check payable to ‘Richmond School Foundation’ is enclosed. 

□ CREDIT CARD:  Use the form attached below. 

          □ ONLINE:  You can go online at the Portland Schools Foundation website at www.thinkschools.org.   

*Please note: If you use the website, make sure when you get to the ‘DONATE TO’ button you scroll 
down and choose ‘RICHMOND SCHOOL’ to make sure your donation goes to Richmond School. 

          □ AUTOMATIC BANK TRANSFER:  For monthly donations only. I authorize the Portland Schools  
Foundation to deduct  $ ____  from my checking account each month.  I have enclosed a check for the 
first month’s gift.  Signature:  __________________________________________ 

□ MATCHING GIFT:  My company has a matching gift program.  My company name and address  
       are: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Please give this form and donation Richmond School Foundation.  You can: 

√  Drop it in the Richmond school office in the Foundation mailbox. 
√  Send to Richmond Elementary School 

    ATTN: Richmond School Foundation 2276 SE 41st, Portland, OR 97214 

 

Use this form for Credit Card Donations…or go online www.thinkschools.org 

Gift Amount: $ ___________         Please check one:   □ Single donation    □Monthly donation    
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Credit Card #:  □ Visa / □ MasterCard    __________________________  Exp Date ________       
 

Signature:_________________________________________________________________ 



RICHMOND PARENT PLEDGE DRIVE – THANK YOU DONORS! 
(as of 10-23-07) 

 
"An investment in knowledge pays the best interest."  Benjamin Franklin 

 
The Richmond Foundation would like to gratefully acknowledge the many parents, families, friends, staff and businesses who 
have generously contributed their money, time, and effort to the Richmond Parent Pledge Drive.  Every effort has been made to 
list all contributions accurately from July 1, 2007 thru the beginning of this week.  We continuously update this list each week.  It 
is up to date as of October 23, 2007.   If, however, an error has been made, please accept out apologies and notify us. 
 
Please use the form in the Richmond Shinbun to donate.  Or talk to any Richmond Foundation member.  Thank you Richmond 
Community!  You are helping keep our school exceptional! 
 
 
DONORS 
Amano, Shigeki & Kaora 
Andrew, Mike & Mueller, Jacqueline 
Barber, Duane & Brackbill, Lise 
Birke, Richard & Zehavoc, Angela 
Burt, Rich & Bauer, Maxine 
Felcher, Andrew & Wolf, Ariane 
Golden, Ashley 
Heming, Karie 
Hinkle, Stephanie 
Hoesly, Fred & Mae (grandparents) 
Hutson, Kim 
Kott, Phyllis (grandparent) 
Luers, William & Katie 
McGee, Mikael & Jolene 
Olenich, Mark & Harumi 
Reents, Brad & Yoshiko 
Schultz, Teresa 
Shawen, Richard 
 

Slyman, Mike & Cathy 
Slyman, Jean (grandparent) 
Tomlinson, Mark & Angie 
Thorp, Micah & Nicole 
Virnig, Dennis & Aimee 
Wilkinson, Robert & Maluaka 
Yanase, Craig & Lisa 
Yano, Mayumi 
Zaerr, Jon & Cathy 
 
 
 
BUSINESS DONATIONS 
Lauro’s Kitchen 
 
 
 
MATCHING DONATIONS 
Pepsico 

 

TOTAL DONATION 
SPEEDOMETER 

as of 10-23-07 

1 0 0 1 0 $ 9 

FAMILY PARTICIPATION 
 THEMOMETER 

As of 10-23-07 

100% 

40% 

20% 

0% 

80% 

60% 

7% 



 
 
 
 
 
Dear Richmond Community, 
 
As many of you may already know, this year’s fifth grade class has decided to 
opt out of hosting the annual auction. Although a difficult choice, we felt that 
our energies could be better spent looking for innovative ways to fund the 
fifth grade cultural exchange. Our hope has been to have fundraisers that 
would not tap into the larger efforts made by the school to fundraise.  
 

To this end, the 5th grade class will be hosting a “Modern Homes Tour” on Saturday, November 10, 2007. The 2007 
Portland Modern Homes Tour will be an exciting event featuring music, drinks and a fashion show at 5 incredible 
Portland residences and a commercial building. The tour will consist of two segments: an “open house” day tour from 
11:00 am to 2:00pm as well as a guided evening tour from 5:00pm to 8:30pm. The bus leaves from the Black. White 
building on MLK at 5:00 pm and will bring guests back at 8:30pm. 
 
In order to make this event a success, we are in need of assistance from the greater school community. We will need 
volunteers to sell tickets at Richmond, before and after school. Additionally we will need help on the day of the event 
at each of the homes. We are also in need of food donations that can be served at the homes during the evening seg-
ments. These foods will need to be prepared in a commercial kitchen. If you have connections in the food business we 
would really love to hear from you. As always, tax deductible monetary donations are greatly appreciated.  
 
Our final request is that you to purchase tickets to attend the tour. This will be a fun and exciting way for you to help 
support our cultural exchange. Please get the word out and encourage all your friends and family members to pur-
chase tickets. Remember, this is a lot less work than procuring items for an auction. Tickets will be on sale starting 
Tuesday, October 30 at times to be announced.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Parents of the 5th Grade Trip Committee 

OREGON FOOD BANK FUND DRIVE  
Oregon Food Bank is reporting that their warehouse shelves are empty. There has been a decrease of up to 75% in 
food available on a weekly basis. This is the result of a major food recall that forced the food bank to return donated 
food, a decrease in food industry donations, and a severe decline in U.S. Agriculture Commodities.  

The need now is acute. The Food Bank is not asking for cans, however. Appar-
ently, through it's own sources, the Food Bank can purchase six pounds of food 
for each dollar donated. Additionally, a ten dollar donation provides a box of 
food that can feed a family of four for a week. Therefore, you can make a bigger 
impact donating money, rather than cans. However, if you prefer to give cans or if 
you have extra produce in your home garden, you can donate that--call 503-282-
0555 for the location of a local soup kitchen/drop off station. Also please consider 
organizing a food drive in your neighborhood, spiritual or civic group.  

There will be a dollar donation jar in the office for your convenience. Addition-
ally, you can donate to the Food Bank directly online: oregonfoodbank.org. Ques-
tions? angela.zehava@stanfordalumni.org.  





CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 25-NOVEMBER 21, 2007 
 
 
Thurs. Oct. 25     Garden mtg. in staff room at 6:30-8:30 PM 
 
                               TAG parent meeting at PPS district office (501 N.        
                               Dixon) and presentation by Jeff Sosne at 7-8:30 PM 
 
Fri. Oct. 26          NO SCHOOL—Portland Public Schools professional develop
                               ment day for teachers (see idea in article below) 
 
Sun. Oct. 28         Fukuno Elementary students arrive from Toyama, Ja
                             pan.  Host families meet students at 7:30 AM at Portland In
                               ternational Airport 
 
                             PreK and Kinder pumpkin carving at Richmond in the 
                               cafeteria 11:00 AM-2:00 PM 
 
Mon. Oct. 29       NO SCHOOL—Richmond professional development day for 
                               teachers (see idea in article below) 
 
Tues. Oct. 30       Welcome assembly for visitors from Fukuno & Numazu 
                             at 8:30 AM in the cafeteria for grades 1-5.  Richmond grade levels 
                               will perform different welcome songs in Japanese for our visitors.  
                               Parents and younger siblings are welcome to attend! 
 
Wed.  Oct. 31       Halloween Parade for grades PreK-2 at 1:20 PM 
                               Class parties to follow in all classrooms 
 
Tues. Nov. 6        Pizzicato fundraiser for Richmond’s Foundation!   
                             See flyer & menu on page 8-9 of this newsletter for details. 
 
Fri. Nov. 9            NO SCHOOL—Teacher planning day to prepare for parent/
                               teacher conferences Nov.  19-21. 
 
Mon. Nov. 12       NO SCHOOL—Veteran’s Day, national holiday 
 
Tues. Nov. 13       Scrip order day 
 
Wed. Nov. 14       School tour for prospective parents 8:15-10:00 AM 
 
                               Catlin Gabel students of Japanese volunteer in classrooms  
 
Fri. Nov. 16          Scrip pick up day 
 
Mon. Nov. 19       NO SCHOOL—Parent/teacher conferences 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM 
 
Tues. Nov. 20      NO SCHOOL—Parent/teacher conferences noon to 8:00 PM 
 
Wed. Nov. 21       NO SCHOOL—Parent/teacher conferences 8:00 AM to noon 

2276 SE 41st Street 
Portland, OR 97214 

RICHMOND JAPA NESE IMM ERSIO N 

Phone: 503-916-6220 
Fax: 503-916-2665 

Website:  www.richmondjmp.org 

Japanese Magnet Program 

Richmond office hours are  
7:30 AM—4:00 PM 

 
To reach Patsy Burke,  Secretary: 

503-916-6220 
pburke1@pps.k12.or.us 

 
 

To reach Kathryn Anderson, 
Richmond Principal: 

503-916-6220 
503-329-1681 (cell) 

keanders@pps.k12.or.us 

 

 

 
Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity 
and worth of all individuals and groups and 
their roles in society.  All individuals and groups 
shall be treated with fairness in all activities, 
programs and operations, without regard to age, 
color, creed, disability, marital status, national 
origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation. 

Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P 

 

 
Portland Public Schools 

 

 

Math is FUN!   
 
A Richmond  stu-
dent shows her fa-
ther how to play a 
math game with 
geometric shapes.   


