
:: What spaces would inspire you to learn?
:: What spaces do you gravitate towards?
:: What spaces make you feel comfortable?

:: What spaces make you feel uncomfortable?
:: What spaces make you anxious?
:: What spaces would you avoid?

Visual Listening

© MAHLUM



Masterplanning Workshop 02
Grant High School Modernization
11.07.15



Today’s Agenda

:: Project Overview (30 min)
:: Sketching Groups (45 min)
:: Listening Stations (1 hour 30 min)
:: Feedback (15 min)
:: Exit Exercise



Project Overview
:: Team Introductions
:: Process & Schedule
:: MPSW 1 Shareback
:: Historic Renovation ≠ Compromise?
:: Focus on Performance Venue Considerations
:: Overview of Today’s Workshop
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Design Advisory Group (DAG)
:: Carol Campbell, DAG Chair Elect
:: Abby Williams, DAG Co-Chair Elect
:: Pam Knowles, Elected Official

Portland Public Schools
:: Michelle Chariton, Project Director
:: Kristie Moore, Project Coordinator



Mahlum Team
Architectural Design

:: Diane Shiner, Principal in Charge
:: Alyssa Leeviraphan, Project Manager
:: JoAnn Wilcox, Project Architect
:: Rene Berndt
:: Emi Day
:: Ben Taylor
:: Jennifer Lubin
:: Andrew Weller-Gordon



Mahlum Team
Architectural Design

:: Diane Shiner
:: Alyssa Leeviraphan
:: JoAnn Wilcox
:: Rene Berndt
:: Emi Day
:: Ben Taylor
:: Jennifer Lubin
:: Andrew Weller-Gordon

Consultants
:: Mayer/Reed, Landscape Architecture
:: Balheizer & Hubbard, Civil Engineering
:: KPFF, Structural Engineering
:: Interface, Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing
:: Peter Meijer Architects, Historic Preservation
:: PLA, Theater Design
:: Halliday, Nutritional Services
:: Greenbusch, Elevator Design
:: Karen Braitmayer, Accessibility Design
:: Angelo Planning Group, Land Use Planning
:: Rider Levett Bucknall, Cost Estimation
:: APEX, Environmental Consultant
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Additional Factors Influencing Design



Contributing Voices
PPS Board of Education

Stakeholder Cohorts

Design Advisory Group

Guest Experts

Students

Parents

Community
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Budget

Construction
Historic Preservation
Modernization
Site improvements
Offsite improvements
Contingency and sales tax

Project “soft costs”
New furniture and equipment
Classroom technology
Network and phones
Professional services
Permit and utility fees
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Project Schedule
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DAG 06 Dec 16
SD Workshop 1* Jan 09 
DAG 07 Jan 21 
SD Workshop 2* Feb 06 
DAG 08 Mar 03 
SD Open House* Mar 31 
DAG 09 Apr 28

Design Advisory Group Schedule
DAG 01 Sep 09  
DAG 02 Sep 24 
DAG 03 Oct 08 
School Tours Oct 23 
MP Workshop 1* Oct 24 
DAG 04 Nov 05
MP Workshop 2* Nov 07
DAG 05 Nov 19 
MP Open House* Dec 03

*Community Focused Meetings

All meetings 5:30-7:25pm except
Workshops 9am-12pm
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Listening Station 1: Historic Analysis
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© MAHLUM

Themes
Historic elements the 
community values, and
would like  to consider 
preserving, and/or 
repurposing for their 
historic or emotional 
value



Listening Station 2: Transportation & Parking
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Themes
Be friendly to bikes:
Bike parking (covered?)
Bike lockers?
Bike paths?
Bike turnlanes?
Bike stoplights?
Electric bike chargers?
Showers?
Repair station?
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Themes
Significant new 
pedestrian routes were 
proposed for improved 
inter-site connectivity 
between Grant, 
Grant park, and the 
neighborhood
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Themes
Alternatively, pedestrian 
paths were proposed 
along the west edge of 
the site
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Themes
Central campus should 
be car free
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Themes
Parking should remain 
along the north edge of 
the site. Reduction in 
quantity was 
acceptable.
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Themes
Parking could be 
extended to provide 
convenience for pool 
drop-off.
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Themes
A thru-site drive was 
considered. Providing 
bollards to block thru 
traffic during non-peak 
times was suggested.
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Themes
High school drop-off 
should stay on NE 36th S 
Avenue

Accommodate safe 
drop-off for little kids 
at the pool
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Themes
Bottlenecks occur at 
several intersections 
during peak arrival and 
departure times
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Themes
Is it possible to make NE 
36th Avenue a one-way 
street?



Listening Station 3: Parks & Fields
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Themes
Share sports fields with 
Grant Park to maximize 
buildable area for Grant 
High School



© MAHLUM

Themes
Push sports fields into 
Grant Park to maximize 
buildable area for Grant 
High School
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Themes
Keep sports fields on 
site as open green space 
to maximize flexibility 
and student use. Provide 
softball and baseball 
off-site.
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Themes
Provide both softball 
and baseball on-site.
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Themes
Create a robust 
community garden



Listening Station 4: Partnerships
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If Grant were the center of community…
Fitness Center (pool, gym, yoga +)
Theater, Performance Space (community concerts, lectures + )
Outdoor Theater/Public Space (park, farmers’ markets, sports, concerts + )
Workshop (makerspace, tool library +)
Public Library 
Refuge, Outreach (emergency refuge, services for vulnerable populations +)
Daycare (open to community)
K-12 Tutoring Center (additional learning assistance)
Multigenerational Learning (after-hour classes & adult learning)
Rentable Venues (art gallery, meeting hall, flex space +)



© MAHLUM

Art & Design (Weiden & Community, Ziba, ADX, PNCA +)
Construction Industry (local contractors & local  architects +)
Performing Arts (Oregon Symphony, Ballet, Opera, Theater +)
Digital Media (Hollywood Theater +)
Culinary Arts (food carts, local restaurants +)
Public Transportation (coordinate trimet bus/school schedules +)
Health & Medicine (Providence, Legacy, Kaiser +)
Sports (Nike, Adidas +)
Engineering (Boeing, 3D printing, robotics, local engineering firms +)
Nutrition (New Seasons, QFC, Whole Foods, Fred Meyer +)

Imagine if Grant had a partnership with…



Sketching Exercise
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Themes
Create a shared use 
zone along the public 
edges of the site –
consider including public 
gardens, pocket parks, 
open space, gathering 
plazas, raingardens, 
bike racks, etc.
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Themes
Create outdoor learning 
courtyards with strong 
interior/exterior 
connectivity

Provide outdoor social 
gathering areas central 
to campus where 
students can gather and 
clump safely

Integrate outdoor 
areas with the 
educational program
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Themes
Create a large outdoor 
courtyard that connects 
to the park and pool
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Themes
Areas that should be 
studied for demolition
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Themes
Additions in grain with 
the existing structure 
were popular
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Themes
Additions parallel to and 
west of the existing 
structure were also 
popular
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Themes
Any new, stand-alone, 
large or tall buildings 
should be located 
centrally, behind the 
existing theater
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General Education Teaching Stations 
Science Labs
Fine & Performing Arts
Career Preparation / CTE
Athletics
SPED, Life Skills, & ELL
Smaller Instructional Spaces

Ed Spec: Core Program
Teaching Stations
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Intrinsic School
Chicago, IL

Virtual Tour-
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Intrinsic School
Chicago, IL

Virtual Tour-
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Intrinsic School
Chicago, IL

Virtual Tour-
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Niles West/North High Schools
Skokie, Illinois

Virtual Tour- STEM Labs

3000 SF labs dividing into “think tank” for 
presentations and “flex lab” for research & 
experiments
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Virtual Tour- STEM Labs



Ed Spec: Core Program 
General Education

English
Math
Social Studies
Health
World Language
Electives
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Virtual Tour- Classroom Clusters
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Grant Magazine
Student Leadership 
Digital Media
Graphic Design
Photography 
Robotics
Audio Engineering
Engineering

Grant: Current Program
Career Technical Education (CTE) & Electives
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Computer Science
Business Finance 
Accounting 
Yearbook 
Marketing



Blue Valley Center for Advanced Professional Studies
Overland Park, Kansas

Virtual Tour- Career Technical Education
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Blue Valley Center for Advanced Professional Studies
Overland Park, Kansas

Virtual Tour- Career Technical Education
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High Tech High
Chula Vista, CA

Virtual Tour- STEAM
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High Tech High
Chula Vista, CA

Virtual Tour- STEAM
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Ed Spec: Future Program
Extended Learning
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North Shore Country Day School
Winnetka, Illinois

Virtual Tour- Shared Spaces
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North Shore Country Day School
Winnetka, Illinois

Virtual Tour- Shared Spaces
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Alexandria Area High School
Alexandria, MN

Virtual Tour- Small Groups
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Marysville Getchell High School
Marysville, WA

Virtual Tour- Shared Learning
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Marysville Getchell High School
Marysville, WA

Virtual Tour- Shared Learning
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Ed Spec: Program
Fine & Performing Arts

Art Room (2D)
Art Room (3D)
Band Room
Choir Room (Optional)
Dance
Drama Classroom/Blackbox
500 Seat Theater
Stage 
Orchestra Pit 
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Baton Rouge Magnet High School
Baton Rouge, LA

Virtual Tour- Performing Arts
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Ed Spec: Program
Education Support

Administration
Teacher’s Offices
Counseling & Career
Student Activities (Athletic Staff)
Technology Access (Computer Labs)
Student Center (Cafeteria Commons)
Media Center (Library)
Student Space (Student Government)
Custodial Staff
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Alexandria Area High School
Alexandria, MN

Virtual Tour- Dining
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Branson School Student Commons
Ross, CA

Virtual Tour- Dining
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The Power to Collaborate
“People converse and collaborate almost naturally 
when there is flexibility and comfort”
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Qualities of Collaborative Environments
Spacious: easy to move to and through

Flexible for fits of inspiration

Transparent: everyone can see each other

Comfortable: Spaces people want to be in, and gravitate towards

Mixed: balance programmed and un-programmed spaces in close proximity

Connected: learn from each other
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Core Learning

Traditional 21st Century

Planning Concepts
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Planning Concepts

Core Learning

Traditional 21st Century
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Planning Concepts

Science

Traditional 21st Century
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Planning Concepts

Science

Traditional 21st Century
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Planning Concepts in Historic Context
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Planning Concepts in Historic Context
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Planning Concepts in Historic Context
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Planning Concepts in Historic Context
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Planning Concepts in Historic Context
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Grant High School Performance Venue

Considerations

Black Box 

AND which of the following?

500 Seat Experimental Theater

500 Seat Traditional Theater

700 Seat Theater

1200 Seat Theater

2000 Seat Theater
© MAHLUM



Intimate Black Box Theatres

Black Box 
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More Black Box Theatres

Full Facility 
Floor Plans

500 Seat Experimental Theater
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 2012 MAHLUM ARCHITECTS INC



Intimate Black Box Theatres

500 Seat Traditional Theater

Nathan Hale
High School

Seattle, WA
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Bainbridge High School 100 Building
3 Options

Black Box

300 Seat Theater

600 Seat Theater

 2012 MAHLUM ARCHITECTS INC



Intimate Black Box Theatres

500 Seat Traditional Theater

Sammamish
High School

Bellevue, WA
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Bainbridge High School 100 Building
3 Options

Black Box

300 Seat Theater

600 Seat Theater

 2012 MAHLUM ARCHITECTS INC



Intimate Black Box Theatres

700 Theater

Issaquah
High School

Issaquah, WA
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Intimate Black Box Theatres

1200 Theater

Auburn 

High School

Auburn, WA

© MAHLUM



Bainbridge High School 100 Building
3 Options

Black Box

300 Seat Theater

600 Seat Theater

 2012 MAHLUM ARCHITECTS INC



Intimate Black Box Theatres

1200 Theater

Cleveland 
High School

Seattle, Washington
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Bainbridge High School 100 Building
3 Options

Black Box

300 Seat Theater

600 Seat Theater

 2012 MAHLUM ARCHITECTS INC



Intimate Black Box Theatres

2000 Theater

5th Avenue Theater

Seattle, WA
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Existing Auditorium Usage
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Sketching Groups: Process
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Sketching Groups: Process
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Sketching Groups: Process
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Listening Station 1: Focus on Sustainability
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Listening Station 2: Focus on Adjacencies
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Listening Station 3: Focus on MPWS-1 Findings
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Listening Station 4: Focus on Project Goals
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Listening Station 5: Focus on Performance Venue
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Listening Station 6: Community Focus & Open Topics
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Listening Station 6: Community Focus & Open Topics

© MAHLUM



Let’s Begin!



:: What spaces would inspire you to learn?
:: What spaces do you gravitate towards?
:: What spaces make you feel comfortable?

:: What spaces make you feel uncomfortable?
:: What spaces make you anxious?
:: What spaces would you avoid?

Visual Listening
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Feedback & Questions



Grant Bond Website

www.pps.k12.or.us/bond/grant



Exit Exercise: Spectrums

Thanks for coming!

© MAHLUM


