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B e l o w  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  8  s t e p s  t o  s t a r t i n g  a
G S A  a t  y o u r  s c h o o l .  I t  c o v e r s  e v e r y t h i n g
f r o m  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t i v e s  a n d  t h e  G S A
r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m  t o  a d v e r t i s i n g  m e e t i n g s .

STEP 1: UNDERSTAND YOUR SCHOOL POLICY

Q u e e r  S t u d e n t  A l l i a n c e  ( Q S A )  c l u b s  a r e  t o
b e  t r e a t e d  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  s t u d e n t  c l u b
w i t h i n  P o r t l a n d  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  a n d  O r e g o n .
T h e r e  i s  a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t i v e ,
4 . 4 0 . 0 5 0 - A D  S t u d e n t  C l u b s ,  t h a t  o u t l i n e s
h o w  s t u d e n t  c l u b s  o p e r a t e .  

H a v i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  a s  y o u
s e e k  o u t  s u p p o r t  f r o m  s t a f f ,  t e a c h e r s  a n d
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d  a s  y o u  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s
i n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  c l u b .

GSA 
REGISTRATION

FORM

https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/4814/4.40.050-AD.pdf
https://forms.gle/X2LNqCzbBBHgoVWr9
https://forms.gle/kYScdK3vvChZkBNU8
https://forms.gle/kYScdK3vvChZkBNU8
https://forms.gle/kYScdK3vvChZkBNU8
https://forms.gle/kYScdK3vvChZkBNU8
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STEP 2: FIND AN ADVISOR

S c h o o l  e m p l o y e e s  o r  v o l u n t e e r s  c a n  b e  a n
a d v i s o r  f o r  t h e  G S A  i n  y o u r  s c h o o l .  U n i o n
r e p r e s e n t e d  s t a f f  w h o  s e r v e  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f
a d v i s o r  f o r  a n  a f f i n i t y  g r o u p  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o
a d d i t i o n a l  p a y  f o r  t h e i r  t i m e .  P l e a s e  s p e a k
w i t h  y o u r  u n i o n  r e p  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

STEP 3: FIND INTERESTED STUDENTS 

F i n d i n g  L G B T Q 2 S I A +  s t u d e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a
G S A  c a n  b e  h e l p f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  o t h e r s
e n g a g e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  n e w  a f f i n i t y
g r o u p .  D i s c u s s i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c l u b
w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r / s o c i a l  w o r k e r
c o u l d  a i d  y o u  i n  f i n d i n g  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d
L G B T Q 2 S I A +  s t u d e n t s .  W h i l e  w e  l o v e  o u r
a l l i e s ,  t h i s  s p a c e  i s  j u s t  f o r  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e
L G B T Q 2 S I A + .

STEP 4: FILL OUT QSA REGISTRATION FORM

Y o u  c a n  l o c a t e  t h e  G S A  R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o r m
o n  p a g e  o n e  o f  t h i s  g u i d e  i n  t h e  p u r p l e  b o x
o n  t h e  r i g h t .  T h e  L G B T Q 2 S I A +  P r o g r a m
M a n a g e r  w i l l  c o n t a c t  y o u  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  i t ,
a n d  i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  g e t  b a c k  t o  y o u  w i t h i n  a
w e e k ,  e m a i l  t h e  p r o g r a m  m a n a g e r .  T h i s  f o r m
w i l l  h a v e  s e l f - r e f l e c t i o n  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  y o u  t o
a n s w e r  a b o u t  w h y  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e  a n
a d v i s o r .  I t  m a y  t a k e  3 0 - 6 0  m i n u t e s  t o  f i l l
o u t ,  s o  p l e a s e  g i v e  y o u r s e l f  e n o u g h  t i m e  t o
d o  s o . T a l k i n g  t o  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  a n d  A s s i s t a n t
P r i n c i p a l  c a n  b e  h e l p f u l  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e y
w i l l  b e  a l l i e s  t o  t h e  G S A .  

“NOTHING I
ACCEPT ABOUT
MYSELF CAN BE

USED AGAINST ME
TO DIMINISH ME.”

- AUDRE LORDE

https://forms.gle/kYScdK3vvChZkBNU8


C h o o s e  a  d a y  o f  t h e  w e e k  a n d  t i m e  t h a t
d o e s n ' t  o v e r l a p  w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r  c l u b s  o r
s p o r t s .  T h e n  d e c i d e  h o w  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  G S A
w i l l  m e e t  -  w e e k l y ,  b i w e e k l y  o r  m o n t h l y .  

A s  l o n g  a s  a  c l u b  m e e t s  d u r i n g  n o n -
i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  d a y ,
p a r e n t s ,  g u a r d i a n s ,  a n d  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  d o
n o t  h a v e  t o  o p t - i n  o r  o p t - o u t .  S t u d e n t s  g e t  t o
d e c i d e  h o w  t h e y  s p e n d  t h e i r  r e c e s s  a n d  l u n c h
t i m e .  I f  t h e  g r o u p  m e e t s  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n
s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  m i s s  c l a s s  t o  a t t e n d
o r  i s  b e f o r e / a f t e r  s c h o o l ,  t h e n  s t u d e n t s  m u s t
g e t  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  a t t e n d .

STEP 6: ADVERTISE YOUR FIRST MEETING

A d v e r t i s e  t h e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  f i r s t
m e e t i n g  t h r o u g h  s c h o o l  a n n o u n c e m e n t s ,
n e w s l e t t e r ,  o r  h a n g i n g  f l i e r s  i n  y o u r
b u i l d i n g .  Y o u  w a n t  a s  m a n y  p e o p l e  t o  k n o w
a b o u t  t h e  n e w  G S A  a s  p o s s i b l e !

STEP 7: HAVE YOUR FIRST MEETING!

G r e a t  g o a l s  f o r  y o u r  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  a r e  t o  g e t
t o  k n o w  e a c h  o t h e r ,  e s t a b l i s h  g r o u p
a g r e e m e n t s ,  a n d  d i s c u s s  w h a t  t y p e  o f  Q S A
t h e  g r o u p  w a n t s  t o  b e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
d e t e r m i n i n g  y o u r  g r o u p ' s  m i s s i o n  w i l l  e n a b l e
y o u  a l l  t o  f o c u s  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
y e a r .  T h e  t h r e e  m a i n  t y p e s  o f  Q S A s  a r e  s o c i a l ,
s u p p o r t ,  a n d  a c t i v i s m .  Q S A s  c a n  a l s o  b e  a
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h r e e .    
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STEP 5: PLAN YOUR MEETING AGENDA, PLACE & TIME
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STEP 7: HAVE YOUR FIRST MEETING! CONTINUED

T h e i r  r i g h t s '  i n c l u d e  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  c h a n g e
t h e i r  n a m e  a n d  g e n d e r  m a r k e r  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l
a c c o r d i n g  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t i v e ,
4 . 3 0 . 0 6 1 - A D  T r a n s g e n d e r ,  N o n b i n a r y  a n d
G e n d e r  D i v e r s e  S t u d e n t s .  S t u d e n t s  a l s o  h a v e
a  r i g h t  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  r e s t r o o m  t h a t  
a l i g n s  w i t h  t h e i r  g e n d e r .  U p d a t e  s t u d e n t s  o n
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  g e n d e r  n e u t r a l
b a t h r o o m s  a n d  l o c k e r  r o o m s  f o r  y o u r  s c h o o l .  

STEP 8: SECOND MEETING: STUDENT'S RIGHTS'

F o r  y o u r  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g ,  b e  s u r e  t h a t  a l l
L G B T Q 2 S I A +  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a s
s t u d e n t s ,  w h a t  T i t l e  I X  i s ,  a n d  h o w  t o  m a k e  a
T i t l e  I X  r e p o r t .  

S o c i a l  G S A  -  a  s p a c e  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
c o n n e c t i o n  a m o n g  p e e r s .  

S u p p o r t  G S A  -  f o c u s e s  o n  p r o v i d i n g
s u p p o r t  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  m a y  b e  s t r u g g l i n g
w i t h  t h e i r  s e x u a l  o r  g e n d e r  i d e n t i t y  a n d / o r
h o w  t h e y  a r e  t r e a t e d  b y  f a m i l y ,  c l a s s m a t e s
a n d  t e a c h e r s .

A c t i v i s m  G S A  -  f o c u s e s  o n  e d u c a t i n g
s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  t h e
c u l t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  L G B T Q 2 S I A +
s t u d e n t s .  

F i n a l l y  d e c i d e  w h e r e  t h e  d i g i t a l  c l u b  b i n d e r
w i l l  b e  s t o r e d  s o  t h a t  i t  c a n  b e  k e p t  t o  p a s s
o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  A d v i s o r .

https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/4814/4.30.061-AD.pdf
https://www.pps.net/titleix


I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t  t o  d i s c o u n t  t h e
s t r o n g  d e s i r e  o f  l i t t l e  o n e s  t o  w a n t  t o  g e t
i n v o l v e d  w h e n  t h e y  s e e  s o m e t h i n g  u n j u s t  i n
t h e i r  b u i l d i n g ,  c o m m u n i t y ,  s t a t e ,  o r  o u r  c o u n t r y .
B e  c r e a t i v e  i n  f i n d i n g  w a y s  f o r  o u r  y o u n g e s t
l e a r n e r s  t o  f l e x  t h e i r  m u s c l e s  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r
g o o d !  

F o r  m o r e  i d e a s ,  a l w a y s  r e m e m b e r  t o  c r u i s e  t h e
G o o g l e  S h a r e d  D r i v e  t o  w h a t ' s  t h e r e .
C o n v e r s e l y ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  c o o l  a c t i v i t y  i d e a s ,
s h a r e  t h e m  i n  t h e  g r a d e  s p e c i f i c  G S A  S h a r e d
D r i v e  >  P r e s e n t a t i o n - L e s s o n  P l a n s  f o l d e r .  O f
c o u r s e ,  y o u  c a n  a l w a y s  s e n d  o u t  a n  e m a i l  t o  t h e
G S A  A d v i s o r  G o o g l e  g r o u p  o r  t o  t h e  P r o g r a m
M a n a g e r  f o r  L G B T Q +  S u p p o r t s  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e
w i t h  f i n d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  d o  w i t h  y o u r  g r o u p .  

IMPORTANT NOTE:
Y o u r  g r o u p ' s  d e c i s i o n  o n  w h a t  k i n d  o f  G S A  t h e y  w a n t  t o  b e
a n d  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  t o  d o  m a y  l a r g e l y  d e p e n d  o n  w h e r e  t h e y
f a l l  i n  t h e  K 1 2  c o n t i n u u m .  K - 3  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s  m a y  l a r g e l y
f o c u s  o n  h o w  t o  b e  f r i e n d s / u p - s t a n d e r s ,  h o w  t o  h a n d l e  b i g
f e e l i n g s  ( c h e c k  o u t  O K  Y o u ) ,  a n d  h o w  t o  m a k e  s u r e  e v e r y o n e
f e e l s  w e l c o m e d  i n  t h e  s p a c e  a n d  i n  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g .  A c t i v i t i e s
m a y  i n c l u d e  r e a d i n g  b o o k s  t h a t  f e a t u r e  L G B T Q +  c h a r a c t e r s ,
m a k i n g  p o s t e r s ,  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  r e s t r o o m  a c c e s s ,  a  p r i d e
p a r a d e ,  e t c .  
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There may not be time during the second meeting to come up with
ideas with students about future meetings. You'll likely have to wait
until your third meeting. Here are some ideas to get the
conversation started: discussion topics, projects, speakers, games,
and/or Zoom or in-person events. Refer to the GSA Year At A
Glance for annual holidays and important dates in history. 

STEP 8: SECOND MEETING: STUDENT'S RIGHTS' CONTINUED

https://theresponsivecounselor.com/2016/09/upstander-lesson.html
https://okyou.org/
https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/domain/5294/lgbtq%20supports2/curriculum%20ms/curriculum%20k5/GLSEN_NSC_Booklist_Elementary_2021.pdf

