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Greetings Families and Students!
It is the mission of Jackson Middle School to provide a challenging, college-ready academic program
attentive to the unique characteristics of adolescents ages 11 to 14. We strive for an accepting and
safe environment that encourages personal expression and growth through Artful Learning. And,
we are committed to inspiring every student to become a passionate lifelong learner and a
responsible global citizen.
We are so pleased to welcome you to Jackson for the 2021-22 school year, and there is much to think
about as the new year approaches. Within this handbook, you will find the answers to many of the
questions students and families have as they enter a new school-and more than two-thirds of next
year’s students have yet to experience a “regular” school year at Jackson. We would also love to hear
questions you have that we have not YET answered, and you can send us those at
jacksonpps@pps.net.
At Jackson we encourage students to take responsibility for dates and deadlines that impact their
learning and/or participation in school activities and programs, which means you may hear less from
classroom teachers than you are used to. Our intentions are to give your student room to grow as they
take on these new responsibilities, while giving you means for monitoring and supporting their
development. We strongly encourage you to support this effort, by bookmarking our website,
jacksonpp.net, and social media (https://www.instagram.com/jacksonpps,
https://www.facebook.com/jacksonpps), and through making a routine at home to review your students’
assignments, attendance and academic progress through Canvas and on ParentVue,
https://parent-portland.cascadetech.org/portland/PXP2_Login.aspx.
In addition to reviewing this handbook with your student, please be sure to spend a few minutes with
the Welcome Back packet that will be coming home with your student September 1st. In addition to
important information from our school partners, there are forms that need to be returned to ensure
participation in classroom and/or school events.

Susan Kosmala, Principal
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School Contacts
The main number at Jackson is 503-916-5680. Listed below are main office and student support service
points of contact:
Attendance Line: 503-916-6205
General Inquiries: Jacksonpps@pps.net
Administration:
Susan Kosmala- Principal, skosmala@pps.net
Bethany Nelson- Assistant Principal, bnelson1@pps.net
Traniece Brown-Warrens- Assistant Principal, tbrownwarrens@pps.net
Main office staff:
Robin Ferryman- School Secretary, rferryman@pps.net
Susan Locey- Principal Secretary, slocey@pps.net
Student Support Staff:
Alex Bassi- Counselor, yabassi@pps.net
Kate Knochel- Counselor, kknochel@pps.net
Soshanna Oswald- Counselor, soswald@pps.net
Natalie Leslie- School Psychologist, nleslie@pps.net
Mary Ventura- Climate Coach, RESJ Coordinator, mventura@pps.net
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Attendance and Absence Reporting
In the event of a student’s absence from school, we ask that a parent/guardian call the main office at
503-916-5680. The information that would be most helpful is:
● Name of student
● Name of person calling
● Reason for the absence such as appointment, illness or injury, mental health day,
vacation
● Duration of absence (if known)
This information can also be conveyed by email to jacksonpps@pps.net, or by Voicemail to
503-916-6205
Late Arrival
Students arriving late to school must first check in at the School Office. Parents are welcome to sign
the student in personally or send the student with a note. Parent phone calls and emails will also
suffice. The definition of an excused tardy is outlined on the District's Attendance Matters website.
Early Release
Should a student need to leave early from school, an adult must be present prior to the student being
called from class. Please be able to show acceptable identification to office staff that connects you to
the student by school enrollment records. This is for the safety of our students and minimizes the
disruption to education.
We greatly appreciate our Jackson parents’ cooperation with these procedures.
When should I keep my child home from school?
If your child exhibits any of the following, please keep him or her home from school until your child has
been symptom free for 24 hours. If your child develops these symptoms while at school, your child will
be sent home:
● Vomiting and /or Diarrhea
● Fever of 100 or higher
● Colored (yellow/green) drainage from nose, eyes, or ears
● Rash or unusual skin color, with or without fever
● Skin lesions or sores that are weepy or pus-filled
● Cough: deep, barking, congested or productive, and/or colored mucus

Activities and Clubs
Jackson Middle School offers a variety of clubs and activities before school and during lunch, including a
GSA, Diversity Union, Mindfulness Club, D & D Club and Writing Club. Clubs change regularly based on
student demand and interests, and students may propose additional clubs or groups through their
counselor. Information about current clubs can be found on the Student Support team website,
https://sites.google.com/pps.net/jms-sst/social-emotional-support/student-clubs.
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Backpacks, Coats and Bags
Due to space limitations in our classrooms, students are expected to keep coats, backpacks and purses
in their lockers.

Bicycles and Skateboards
Students may choose to ride bicycles and/or skateboards to school. Jackson has two bicycle racks in the
front courtyard within view of the main office. Bicycles should still be locked to the racks to avoid theft.
According to Oregon law, all riders under the age of 16 must wear helmets. Students may NOT ride
bicycles, scooters or skateboards on the sidewalks or on school grounds between the hours of 8:30 and
4:15. Skateboards and scooters must be stored in student lockers or in the main office during the
school day.

Breakfast and Lunch: Schedules and Meal Prices
MEAL TIMES
Breakfast

9:05 to 9:15

Lunch 1

11:14 to 11:50

Lunch 2

12:12 to 12:48

Students eat breakfast in the cafeteria. Students may eat lunch in the cafeteria, or outside on the patio
when the weather is cooperative. Students may not eat in classrooms, pods, hallways, the library or the
gym.

MEAL PRICES FOR 2021-22*
Breakfast

Lunch

Meal Price

$1.50

$3.15

Reduced

$0.00

$0.00

Milk

$0.50

$0.50

*Prices subject to change*
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Building Expectations
At Jackson, students are expected to follow the 3 R’s listed below while on school property.

Buses
Student Transportation Services are run through the central office of PPS. Route and stop information is
available through the Transportation Department webpage. Families can contact Students
Transportation Services by phone at 503-916-6901 or by email at transportation@pps.net.
Riding the bus is a privilege. Students riding the bus must follow all posted school bus rules, and all
Conditions of Ridership in Section F of the Transportation Guidelines. Misbehavior on the bus or at bus
stops will be managed through school administration and fall under the Students Rights and
Responsibilities Handbook.
If your student wants to ride a different bus home with a friend , your student must present a note,
signed and dated by a parent/guardian, to office staff who will “okay” the note, signaling the bus driver
to allow ridership for the student on that day only. The office will also take phone calls from
parents/guardians giving permission for their student to ride a different bus home. Students will then
pick up an office note before boarding the bus.

Communications
Jackson Middle School maintains a variety of online communication tools to ensure that school
information is widely distributed.
Website: Jacksonpps.net The Jackson website holds surveys, information about our program,
partners, school events, and an archive of all Jagwire newsletters.
Email: jacksonpps@pps.net for general requests or questions-or use the Teachers and Staff
page on the Jackson website to email staff directly!
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Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/jacksonpps Informal family meetings go live at 9:30
AM on Fridays, and stay on instagram for another 24 hours. You will also find announcements,
updates and information geared towards students!
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jacksonpps
Parentvue and Studentvue: these apps allow parents to see grades, communicate with
teachers and verify and update information, and allow students to see their grades, see missing
assignments, and email their teachers. Activation information is available on the web,
https://www.pps.net/Page/2341.
Remind: Jackson teachers may ask families to subscribe to Remind for classroom
communication. Students and families can receive communication through Remind, via text,
email or (for parents/guardians) phone call.
Jagwire: Our weekly electronic newsletter. Students, parents, and community can opt to
receive the JagWire by email by subscribing to the JMS email distribution list.
Communication is very important to us at Jackson, and we are always looking for ways to improve our
communication with and from families. When families or students have concerns, need to report a
problem, or have a questions about something they’ve heard, we encourage students and families to
reach out through the following:
Bully Button:
This is an anonymous reporting form and no personal or electronic data will be collected. Every report
will be reviewed and taken seriously by Susan Kosmala (Principal), Bethany Nelson (Assistant Principal),
and Traniece Brown-Warrens (Assistant Principal).
If there is an immediate concern, if you are afraid for your safety or if someone is threatening to hurt
you or someone else in any way, please consider talking directly with the administration and/or student
support staff. Click on the link below to use the form:

Email: Jacksonpps@pps.net
Phone: For any concerns or questions outside of student attendance, please call 503-916-5680.
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Daily Schedule
Daily Schedule: First Lunch
09:15 - 10:12
10:16 - 11:10
11:14 - 11:50
Lunch
11:54 - 12:48
12:52 - 01:49
01:53 - 02:47
02:51 - 03:45
** Class begins with a brain break.

Daily Schedule: Second Lunch
09:15 - 10:12
10:16 - 11:10
11:14 - 12:08
12:12 - 12:48
Lunch
12:52 - 01:49
01:53 - 02:47
02:51 - 03:45
** Class begins with a brain break.

Period 1
Period 2
Period 3
Period 4
Period 5**
Period 6
Period 7

Period 1
Period 2
Period 3
Period 4
Period 5**
Period 6
Period 7

Success Schedule: First Lunch
09:15 - 9:50
1-Success
9:54 - 10:42
10:46 - 11:34
11:39 - 12:14
Lunch
12:17 - 1:05
1:09 - 02:01
02:05 - 02:53
02:57 - 03:45
** Class begins with a brain break.
Success Schedule: Second Lunch
09:15 - 9:50
1-Success
9:54 - 10:42
10:46 - 11:34
11:38 - 12:26
12:30 - 1:05
Lunch
1:09 - 02:01
02:05 - 02:53
02:57 -03:45
** Class begins with a brain break.

Period
Period 1
Period 2
Period 3
Period 4
Period 5**
Period 6
Period 7

Period
Period 1
Period 2
Period 3
Period 4
Period 5**
Period 6
Period 7
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Dress
Jackson is a place of work for students and staff. Clothing and shoes must be suitable for all scheduled
classroom activities, including PE, labs or shop. In general student clothing must :
● Have fabric in the front and on the sides, and cover students’ private parts (no
see-through fabric).
● Must allow the face and ears to be visible and not interfere with staff ability to identify
students.
● May not advertise for, or promote the use of, alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, or other
controlled substances.
● May not depict nudity, pornography, or sexual acts.
● May not use or depict hate speech targeting groups based on race, religion, gender
identity, or any other protected category in accordance with Oregon Administrative
Rules and Board Policy 2.10.015-P.
Additional Grooming, Dress and Attire expectations for Portland Public Schools are on page 14 of the
Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook.

Drop Off/Pick Up
9:05

Building Open

9:15

Tardy Bell

3:45

End of school Day
The lower parking lot/bus circle in front of the school is
for buses only. Families can drop students off and/or pick
them up from the upper parking lot. We ask that families
enter from the north and exit from the south traveling
one direction only. Students may not dart around or
between cars and should use the grass median and sides
of the lot for walking.
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Visitor parking is located at the main entrance.

Lockers
Lockers and devices are assigned to Jackson students. When the School District provides students with
lockers, desks, internet and technology, these are still district property. Students do not have an
expectation of privacy when using district property. School officials are permitted to search district
property as needed and without student/guardian notification or consent. School officials are also
permitted to inspect unidentified items found on PPS property.

Lost and Found
We maintain a “Lost & Found” in the office. Everything is tagged with a date upon arrival. We keep
articles for one month and then donate them if not claimed. This includes clothing, coats, shoes,
gloves, hats, water bottles and lunch boxes.
Valuables are kept locked in the office and must be identified before claiming.
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Personal Electronic Devices
We acknowledge that students very often carry personal electronic devices such as smartphones,
tablets, laptops, and/or bluetooth accessories and listening devices. The Wait Until 8th initiative,
https://www.waituntil8th.org/why-wait, explains some of the reasons why children younger than teens
have a hard time moderating their own cell phone use, which can then become a distraction in school.
If your child brings a device to Jackson, they and you should be aware of the following:
1. Phones are off and away when they come through the door of the building. Checking alerts,
texts and notifications, even from a parent, is not a reason to have a device out and on.
2. Off and Away means powered down and invisible (in bag or in the locker), not in their hand.
3. Lunch and recess are within the school day. Personal devices are powered off and away,
regardless of whether lunch/recess is taken inside or out.
4. Students may NEVER use a device, including a phone, in the bathroom as it may result in
accusations of privacy violations, bullying or harassment.
5. Failure to comply with Jackson expectations for phone use may result in the following
consequences:
1st instance: The device is confiscated and securely held by school staff, returned to
student at the end of the day.
2nd instance: The device is confiscated and securely held by school staff, returned to
student at the end of the day, parent contact.
3rd instance: The device is confiscated and securely held by school staff, returned to
parent with conference, other consequences may apply.
4th instance: Stage 2 referral (insubordination) with disciplinary action.
With each infraction additional disciplinary actions may apply depending on the location and
impact of device use.
The school is not responsible for personal devices, acknowledging the importance for students
to be careful, to not lend their device to others, nor to leave a device unattended at any time.
Occasionally a teacher will permit personal devices to be used to support academic work in
their own classroom. This exception applies to that classroom on that day and teachers will
provide a pass if this requires movement through the building. There is no explicit or implied
permission for any other use of personal devices.
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Student Accounts
PPS student accounts for all students in grades K through 12 are automatically created once the student
is enrolled in Synergy. Students can use their account to access G Suite for Education, StudentVUE,
Destiny library system, Clever portal, and other services.

STUDENT PASSWORDS
Students are encouraged to set their own, confidential password.
Students are to use the PPS Password Manager to set up their question/answer profile so they
can reset their own password if they should forget it. Besides being a great service for them, it
eliminates the need for teachers and staff to reset their passwords.
Passwords for grades 6 - 12 must be a minimum of 16 characters and meet the following
requirements:
● At least one uppercase character (A through Z)
● At least one lowercase characters (a through z)
● Spaces are allowed and count as a “character”, for example: I love Jackson!!

Student Supports
Counselors
Our school counselors responsibilities include facilitating individual and group student
counseling, career exploration, serving as a resource for parents, and disseminating information
about agencies and services outside of school.
Ms. Georgilas

Last names A-G

Ms. Knochel

Last names H-M

Mx. Bassi & Ms. Oswald

Last names N-Z

School Psychologist
The school psychologist is the coordinator of the special education program at Jackson.
Responsibilities include testing for special education, IEP coordination, group and individual
counseling and crisis intervention. The psychologist coordinates the special education team and
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the Student Intervention Team. Questions concerning special education issues can be addressed
by Natalie Leslie at 503-916-5680.
Speech Pathologists
The speech pathologists will work with students throughout the week and will be available for
parent consultations. You may reach Cara Dick or Isabell Zhu at 503-916-5680.
Talented and Gifted Program (TAG)
Talented and gifted programs are for students who require services that are beyond those normally
provided by the regular school program in order to demonstrate outstanding ability or potential. Jackson
Middle School views critical thinking and inquiry as integral parts of our Artful Learning methodology
and instructional program. We believe in educating with purpose, and constantly strive to challenge each
student.
Overview of TAG Programs at Jackson and in PPS
You may reach the coordinator, Thom Johnson at 503-916-5680 or visit the district TAG website here:
https://www.pps.net/Page/986

Sports
Middle school athletics are managed through the Portland Interscholastic League (PIL). Students
represent their neighborhood high school cluster, and participation is determined by address. Forms,
schedules and coach contacts can be found on the PIL website,
https://www.pilathletics.com/page/show/2351740-pil-youth-sports.
The following sports are offered through PIL for middle school athletes:

Fall

Football, Volleyball, Cross Country (begin in August)

Winter

Basketball (boys and girls), Wrestling (begins end of October/early
November)

Spring

Track and Field, Baseball (begins March)
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School District Calendar
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